
In this day of instant communication across the globe via 
FaceTime or text, we sometimes forget the importance 
the  U.S.  postal  delivery  system played in  our  country’s 
development. For years, (before telephone, radio, TV and 
internet)  mail  service  was  almost  the  sole  means  of 
obtaining  outside  news.   It  also  enabled  inter-state 
commerce — as well as long-distance romances.  As one 
person put it,“each letter contained a person’s thoughts, 
his hopes, business, love and promises neatly folded in a 
tiny  package.”  For  many  years  those  tiny  packages  to 
Burlingame arrived by train.The Burlingame Avenue train 
station was completed in 1894 and, for the next several 
years, the station master George Gates and his growing 
family lived in the two bedroom apartment on the south 
side of the station, receiving and distributing letters, as 
well  as  operating  the  telegraph  and  attending  to  rail 
passengers. In 1906, Gates resigned from his position as 
Southern  Pacific  station  master,  and  soon  thereafter 
became the city’s first official postmaster receiving mail 
at a drug store located in a building he’d built across the 
street from the station at 305 California Drive (now site 
of Barrelhouse bar).  The post office remained there until 
about 1912, when Gates relinquished his position to J.C. 
“Joe”  Beard  and  the  post  office  was  moved  to  a  new, 
purpose -bui l t  post  o ffice  a t  1 1 1 1 

Burlingame Avenue (recent site of Aida Opera Candies). 
During these early years, residents went to the post office 
to check for mail - there was no mail delivery.  
Burlingame  started  to  become  a  “real  city”  from 
1912-1914, installing paved streets, city water, a dedicated 
town hall — and house numbers for the distribution of 
mail.  The house numbers were thought to “do more to 
lift  the  city  out  of  the  village  class”  than  any  other 
improvement  to  date.   In  fact,  the  local  newspaper 
glowingly reported in 1914 that  “after the delivery of mail 
is started on July first the real city will have nothing over 
Burlingame  in  the  way  of  conveniences  .  .  .  [but]  the 
houses must be numbered first . . . Another advantage [of 
house numbers]  .  .  will  be .  .  .  when you can tell  your 
friends that you live at No. 20 Blank street it will sound 
much better than telling them that you live in the first 
house to the right of a certain clump of gum trees.”  The 

site of the rented post office space would move two more 
times, from Burlingame Avenue to Lorton (site of current 
Urban Bistro) to Primrose and Chapin before Burlingame 
politicians were able to exert their political influence to 
obtain a dedicated post office.  Built with federal funds in 
1941, the post office on Park Road was situated almost 
directly across from the former city hall (now the site of a 
parking lot behind the Apple Store). As more and more 

women went to work during World War 
II, Mae Lee, one of the daughters of the 
Lee  Family  who  operated  a  restaurant 
on Lorton, was  hired in 1942 as the first 
woman  employed  by  the  Burlingame 
post office.  Mae, who is  now over 100 
years old, kept a scrapbook of her time 
at the post office and the tags and train 

schedules that are part of her scrapbook 
are testament to how important the rail  service was in 
delivering mail well into the 1950s.  In fact, many older 
people in our community can remember the days when 
Burlingame’s  mail  was  grabbed “on  the  fly”  by  passing 
trains  that  did  not  stop.  (For  a 
wonderful  glimpse  of  the  dedicated 
rail service postal cars we refer you to 
a film entitled “Railway Post Offices:  
Men  and  Mai l  in  Transit  1956” 
available on YouTube.  At the end of 
the film it demonstrates how mail was 
caught  “on  the  fly.”)  Mae  Lee’s 
scrapbook is also filled with invites to 
post  office  gatherings  and  personal 
correspondence showing what  a  tight-knit  community 
existed among the postal  staff,  many of  whom,  like  a 
later  postmaster  Larry  Putman,  were  very  long-term 
employees.  Putman served for over four decades.  
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NEW ACQUISITIONS!        With thanks to…

Janice Petty kindness of Martha May, for a framed 
brass  key  to  the  Burlingame  Police  Department’s 
holding cell  at  1234 Howard Avenue,  circa  1960s 
(seen at right); Toni Murzi for a PTA scrapbook 
and pin from Coolidge Elementary School, kept by 
her mother, Beverly Norgard, PTA president from 
1965 - 1966 ;  Ma rg a re t 
G l o m s t a d ,  C i ty  o f 
Burlingame,  for  copies  of 
sur veys  regarding  public 
parks  and  open  space  usage 
in Burlingame (2018), related 
to  the  development  of  a 
Parks  Master  Plan;  Donna 
Colson,  kindness  of  Cathy 
Baylock,  for  a  Burlingame 
Panthers bumper sticker, and 
pair  of  scissors  used for  the 
Ribbon  Cutting  Ceremony 
to  celebrate  the  opening  of 
the  US101 /  Broadway 
Interchange  Reconstruction 
Project,  September 14,  2017; 
Shirley  Carpenter  for 
se vera l  v inta ge  wooden 
hangers from Vapor Cleaners, 
Burlingame;  Tom  Carey, 
kindness of Martha May, for a 
hand-  painted wooden “Lion’s Den” sign 
(5” x 23”) that formerly hung in the Easton 
Library’s Children’s Reading Room, circa 
1970s;  Michelle  Markiewicz,  City  of 
Burlingame Planning Dept.  for a 5  ft.  x 7 ft.  canvas 
wall map of Burlingame subdivisions and zoning, circa 
1960s; John Kevranian kindness of Jeff DeMartini 
for a 1952 postmarked envelope sent from Burlingame, 
advertising the Broadway Merchants that reads: “Friendly 
Personal  Service”,  and a 1980s Save the  Broadway Arch 
badge;  John  Parkin  for  some remembrances  about 
the “holding cells” in the 1962 era Burlingame Police 
Department  building,  once  located  at  1234  Howard 

Avenue  (at  center  left),  and  a  1983  photo  of  several 
department officers posing with their motorcycles in 

front of 1111 Trousdale Drive, 
on  the  e ven ing  o f  the 
opening  of  the  Trousdale 
BPD facility; Jim Shypertt 
for photographs from events 
around town, including from 
Amy Guittard’s  presentation 
on  Gui t ta rd  Choco la te 
Company for the Burlingame 
Historical  Society’s  Annual 
meeting on February 25, 2019 
in the Lane Room;  Martha 
May for many clippings, incl. 
many from the 1920s related 
to Burlingame; Ray Tyler for 

the  DVD recording  of  Amy Guittard’s  presentation 
“Guittard – 150 years of Chocolate Perfection” Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Burlingame  Historical  Society  on 
Februar y  25,  2019,  and  Bobbi  Benson  for  a 
transcription thereof; to Chris Chan Longa and her 
mother Mae Lee Chan for scans of documents and 
photos of the extended Lee family, operators of Lee’s 
Café on Lorton (322 and 248 Lorton), in Burlingame 

from  the  early  1930s  to  1949;  Ron 
Bulatoff  for  office  equipment  for  the 
archives;  and  to  Ed  Eisenman  for 
Bur l ingame -Hil l sborough  re l a ted 
paraphernalia,  including  newspaper 
articles,  advertisements,  real  estate 
records,  and  the  book  American  Heiress: 

The Wild Saga of the Kidnapping, Crimes and Trial of Patty 
Hearst   c.  2016,  by  Jeffrey  Toobin,  and  to  Lee 
Livingston  for  a  1959-60 BIS  yearbook,  and  four 
Mills High School yearbooks, 1960-1964 (owned by 
former student Karen Ross) from the period prior to 
the  early  2000s  when  Students  living  north  of 
Hillside  Drive  attended  Mills  High,  rather  than 
Burlingame High School.

DID	YOU	KNOW?			
The post office doesn’t have an official motto. Its unofficial motto  “neither 
rain, nor snow, nor heat nor gloom of night stays these couriers from the 
swift completion of their appointed rounds,” was inscribed as decoration 
on a 1914 post office in NYC designed by the architectural firm of McKim, 
Mead and White. The phrase comes from Herodotus’ Histories and refers 
to the renowned mounted courier system employed by the Persian Empire.  
The postal building with the inscription stands across from Penn Station.  
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Neither	Snow,	nor	Rain,	nor	Heat,	nor	Gloom	of	Night…	
Please join on us on Tuesday evening, May 7 at 7:00 pm in the Lane Room of the 
Burlingame Public Library (480 Primrose Rd.) for a presentation on the history of the 
postal service in Burlingame, including an in-depth look at the former United States 
Postal  Office  located  at  220  Park  Road—  its  place  in  our  history,  architectural 
significance, as well as the covenant meant to protect the integrity of its design in the 
event of future remodel/repurposing.

Special	 thank	 you	 to	 Alicia	 Ader	 and	 Richard	
Terrones	 of	 Dreiling	 Terrones	 Architecture,	
Inc.	(Burlingame)	for	architectural	drawings	and	
consultation	 services	 and	 Peter	 Sung	 of	 Sung	
Engineering	 Inc.	 (Union	 City)	 for	 engineering	
consultations,	and	calculations	generously	offered	
pro	bono	to	the	Burlingame	Historical	Society,	and	
related	 to	 a	 potential	 voluntary	 seismic-upgrade	
project	 of	 the	 Moody-Gunst	 Carriage	 house	 in	
Washington	Park.		

In	Memoriam	-	Dr.	Robert	Jacobs	

Special	 thanks	 to	 Rich	McLinden,	 former	 Parks	 Dept.	
employee,	 for	 his	 sleuthing	 that	 lead	 to	 the	 revelation	
that	the	W.	H.	Crocker	and	horse	photo	(from	the	Winter	
newsletter	 2019)	 showing	 the	 prominent	 Hillsborough	
resident	and	businessman	tossing	coins	(or	lollypops)	to	
Burlingame	kids	was	probably	taken	at	the	site	of	a	long	
gone,	 landscaped	 island	once	 located	at	 the	 intersection	
of	 Floribunda	 Ave.	 and	 Primrose	 Rd.,	 rather	 than	 along	
California	 Drive,	 as	 previously	 thought.	 The	 clues	 were	
an	old	map	Rich	remembered	having	seen	at	City	Hall,	
a	manhole	 cover	 in	 the	 road,	 and	 old	 telephone	 pole	
on	 the	 sidewalk,	 the	 only	 physical	 remnants	 in	 the	
area	near	which	the	1920s	photograph	was	taken.

Irving	Agard	
Gigi	Anthony	
Richard	Aptekar	
Tom	Blake	
Elizabeth	Bogel	
Pierre	Bouquet	
David	Brew	
William	Briggs	
Maureen	A.	Byrne	
Steve	Cady	
Jane	Calavano	
Charlene	Campos	
Michael	Carey	
Tom	Carey		
Clare	Cavanaugh	
Harry	Chin	
Katherine	Colman		
Paul	Constantino	
Nick	Delis	
Lee	Ebbert		
Edward	G.	Eisenman	
Ellen	Florio	

Dr.	Richard	Florio	
Cathy	Foxhoven	
Helen	Fricke	
Ann	Fuller	
Anne-Maria	Gaddini	
Michael	Gaul	
Mary	GrifWith		
Amy	Guittard	
Fred	Hawley		
Gary	Heckenkemper	
Gary	Hernandez	
Farris	Horak	
Mary	Hunt	
Vicki	Jacobs	
Brian	Johnson	
Majorie	Kobe	
Kent	Lauder		
Donna	Lema-Cerna	
Lee	Livingston	
Anne	Mahnken	
Carl	and	Janet	Martin		
Frank	McCabe	

Charlotte	McFadden	
Rich	McLinden	
Pamela	Kockos	Merchant	
Wallace	D.	Mersereau	
Julianne	Mooney	
Marcus	Nevarez	
Marcia	Parish	
George	W.	Parker	
Linda	Pebet		
Donna	L.	Petersen	
Dale	Perkins	
JoAnn	Quadt	
Constance	Quirk	
Peter	Roepke	
Jim	Shypertt	
Walter	F.	Sorensen	
JoAnn	Stenberg	
Norman	Torello	
Mary	Thompson		
Ray	Tyler	
Charles	Voltz	
(received	as	of	April	10th)	

Many	thanks	to	our	New	Members,	Renewals,	Upgrades	and	Donations	at	large	
Your	support	is	greatly	appreciated!	
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President’s Message 

Calendar
Quarterly Meeting: :
“Neither Snow, Nor Rain, Nor 
Heat, Nor Gloom of Night…”

Burlingame Public Library - Lane Room

Tuesday, May 7 at 7 pm 

Burlingame Hillsborough History 
Museum FREE!: 
290 California Drive 
1st Sun. of each month, 1-4 PM.   

May 5, June 2, Closed July , Museum 
Docents Needed!   

No experience required.  

Please call 340-9960 to volunteer.  

Burlingame Historical Society
P.O. Box 144
Burlingame, Ca 94011

www.burlingamehistory.org
650-340-9960

Address Service Requested -  Time Dated Material

Current Officers 2019: 
President - Jennifer Pfaff
VP - Museum - Russ Cohen
VP  Technology and 
Education -
     Diane Condon-Wirgler
Treasurer and Newsletter  - 

   Joanne Garrison 
Oral histories & 
Parliamentarian-
Cathy Foxhoven 
Secretary - Mary Griffith
Corresponding Secretary -
Mary Packard
Social Media-
           Cathy Baylock 
Membership Co-Chairs-
Carl Martin and 
Leslie McQuaide
Board Member Emeritus -

Martha May
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Please remember us in 
your trust or will!

Hundreds  of  people  visit  our 
museum  each  year,  many  of 

whom arrive 
with specific 
questions on 
a  variety  of 
topics.  Two 
of  the  most 
f r e q u e n t l y 
a s k e d 
q u e s t i o n s 
a r e : 

Why  i s  the  ra i l road 
station  painted  orange? 
and What is going on with 
the  Post  Office?  In  fact, 
there  is  a  detailed  (and 
qu i te  in teres t ing ) 
explanation with regard to 

the  Stat ion  paint  color  on 
display, but the story of the post 
office, its history and future is an 
active and ongoing topic.  Thus, 
the  focus  of  this  newsletter,  as 
well as that of our next Quarterly 
meeting on May 7th  will  be  the 
history  of  the  postal  service  in 
Bur l ingame ,  w i th  spec ia l 
attention given to the historical 
and architectural  significance of 

the  former 
United  States 
Post  Office 
located  at  220 
Park Road. 

  -Jennifer Pfaff
1952  3-cent stamp
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