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2018— Year in Review
January saw us leading a troop of boy
scouts from Our Lady of Angels on a tour of
the museum. February was a busy month:
At the beginning of the month long-term
members Barbara Hewitt and John Bayse
celebrated their birthdays by taking a
private tour of the museum; mid way
through the month we captured the oral
history of George and Carolyn Parker and
we led a tour of Burlingame for Mayor
Brownrigg and an entourage of Chinese
dignitaries
here for
the 150th
anniversary of the
Burlingame treaty;
at the end
of February we
had
a
s t a n d i n g - ro o m o n l y
crowd for our
annual
meeting featuring
author
James Mullane
talking
about “A Store to
Remember
- I. Magnin” and on
Fe b r u a r y
26th the El
Camino
Real Task Force, of
which our
president was a
m e m b e r,
concluded their
year-long work with a study session showing how
Caltrans and Burlingame can work together to retain
the character and health of the trees while also
improving the safety of the road and sidewalks. In
April for National Walking Day we developed a threemile tour illustrating the early development of
Burlingame for Athleta store and we introduced a new
exhibit titled “Now and Then 2018” at our train station
museum. In May we took the oral history of Walter
Sorensen and we conducted research and
compiled a list of Washington Park
Historical Points of Interest for a possible
future signage project. We also conducted
over ten third-grade passport Zield trip
tours.
In June we published an article in the
Spring issue of La Peninsula, the journal for
the San Mateo County Historical
Association. Our article, on William Bowers
Bourn II , served as a companion piece to
the lead article on “San Mateo County and
San Francisco’s Search for Water.” At the
end of July, we had a party to unveil the 15
by 47 foot mural titled “Greetings from Burlingame”
that culminated three years of research and design
work. The Zirst Sunday in August we, once again,
participated in San Mateo County’s Victorian Day tours
by offering three walking tours of Burlingame (a

downtown architectural tour, a
tour of Broadway and one of the
Easton
Addition).
Approximately 100 people

participated in these tours. The middle of September
saw us taking the oral history of Burlingame artist and
art teacher Dale Perkins. In October approximately 125
people came to the Kohl Mansion to view the
documentary “The Oaks of Burlingame: The Story of C.
Frederick Kohl” by Bridget Bell. We also funded the
repairs of an 1850 Bible belonging to Anson
Burlingame’s family and donated to us by one of his
descendants. By the end of
October, volunteers in the
archive had also digitally
entered approximately
5800 artifacts into our
computerized data base
and indexed hundreds of
photo negatives. We also
added signage to the

museum
and repaired plumbing and removed
grafZiti (an ongoing task). November
was also a very busy month. At the
beginning of the month President Jen
Pfaff and her husband Juergen
hosted a volunteer-appreciation
party at their home that was
attended by over 20 of us. In addition,
we hosted the National Trust for Historic Preservation
on November 13. The Zield trip, titled “Burlingame:
Jewel of the Peninsula” highlighted public-private
partnerships in saving places. (continued on back)

(continued from front)
On Friday, November 16, we helped unveil the
new Anson Burlingame bust and local history
area in the Burlingame library. We made a
new exhibit on Anson Burlingame which is on
loan to the library and located near the bust.
The evening also introduced the Burlingame
Foundation, which will award a prize each
year to the person who best represents the
values of Burlingame in encouraging eastwest dialogue and cooperation. The event

was attended by Mayor Brownrigg and our city
council, as well as State Representative Kevin
Mullin, a representative from Jackie Speier’s
ofZice, the consulate general from China and the
artist, Zhou Limin (pictured far right), as well
as George Koo and our historical society
member Dr. David Chai (pictured far left), who
were instrumental in pursuing this project as a
way to honor Anson Burlingame’s legacy.

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS!
(Year end fundraising drive through December 31,)
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