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THE RECORD
Something to Dance About!

They’ll be baacck — and that’s
something to truly dance about!
We are thrilled to report that
the lovely fountain called
“Three Dancing
Maidens” will return to
Burlingame this Spring
after a five year hiatus
to grace a courtyard
created by the
expansion of Sam
M a l o u f ’s l u x u r y
clothing store. The
maidens will feel right
at home in the courtyard
outside of the women’s
section of Sam Malouf’s
(1460 Burlingame Avenue), as
they have always been
surrounded by luxury.
The bronze fountain, purchased in
Germany, adorned the center of a swimming pool
at a mansion belonging to the Wurlitzer family
near Cincinnati, Ohio. Cincinnati was the
original home for the Rudolpf Wurlitzer
Company, one of the oldest music companies in
the United States, formed in 1853. When the
Ohio Wurlitzer estate was sold in the 1950s,
Raimund Wurlitzer saved the lovely maidens and
moved them to downtown Burlingame where he
owned property in the 1400 block of Burlingame
Avenue. For many years, the maidens greeted the
limousine drivers and their well-heeled clients
who used the backdoor entrance of the Robert
Gates store (later Malouf’s) at 1426 Burlingame
Avenue. A cozy wood-burning fireplace
welcomed the shoppers there as they tried on the
latest designer offerings. Now, a part of that “old
Burlingame” will return as the maidens form the
center-piece of a courtyard where Sam Malouf
shoppers can find a bit of respite from the “work”

of shopping. The Maidens’ sculptor Walter
Schott seems to have created them with that in
mind. (See page 2 for more on sculptor
Walter Schott). The young,
nymph-like women joyously
dancing in the cool spray of
the water invite the
viewer into their carefree and contented
world. Schott’s Three
Dancing Maidens
casting
was
displayed at the
World Exposition in
Brussels in 1910 and
awarded the Grand
Prize. Two years later,
it received the Great
Gold Medal at the
Munich Glass Palace
Exhibition in 1912 and was
promptly purchased by Schott’s
patron, Rudolf Mosse.
At least seven castings are known to
exist in the world. One in particular welcomed
lawyer Sam Untermeyer home to his 150-acre
Hudson River estate. Untermeyer was a staunch
advocate of stock market reforms, government
ownership of railroads and Democrat and Zionist
causes. The soothing effect of the maidens no
doubt helped Untermeyer unwind when he
returned home at night. Upon Untermeyer’s
death in 1940, his casting of Three Dancing
Maidens was given to New York City’s Central
Park where it continues to delight visitors to the
six-acre formal gardens in the park known as the
Conservatory Garden.
Our heartfelt thanks to the Wurlitzer
Family and Trustee of the Wurlitzer Trust, Fred
Schifferle for their generosity in restoring the
work to its former glory in such a lovely setting,
as well as to real estate agent Greg Terry and
store owners Sam and Gloria Malouf for
encouraging and facilitating the project so that it
can be appreciated and enjoyed by all.

PAGE 1

THE BURLINGAME HISTORICAL SOCIETY
NEW ACQUISITIONS!
With thanks to…
Martha May for a portrait of Russ
Cohen painted by Peter Garrison;
Richard Rocchetta of the Colma
Historical Association for photos and
other printed matter pertaining to
former Burlingame resident Mrs.
Ethel Neate, 1112 Juanita Ave.,
including certiAicates of recognition for
her work with the Red Cross during
WWII, and photographs;
Joanne
Louie, City of Burlingame Public
Works Dept., several photos taken of
the Broadway Overpass ribbon cutting
ceremony, Sept. 14, 2017; John and
Diane Geer for paper memorabilia
related to Burlingame and
Hillsborough, and for compiling their Memoires, that
include documents and photos chronicling the life
and times of the Geer Family in Burlingame
(1946-2017); Linda Field for containers to help
organize the Audio/Visual collection in the archives;
Jim Kelly for a CD containing 24 scanned pages of an
October 5, 1983 supplement to the SM County Times
newspaper, highlighting stories and advertisements
relevant to Burlingame’s 75th Anniversary entitled
Exclusively Burlingame - 75th Anniversary Special;
Isabella Lanza for many real estate ads and
p a ra p h e r n a l i a re l a te d to B u r l i n ga m e a n d
Hillsborough; Jim Shypertt for digital paraphernalia
and scans related to the lives and times of
Burlingame and Hillsborough residents;
John
Parkin, kindness of Dan Newton for two aerial
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images of the Broadway and Bayshore
area in 1947 (pg.3); Jennifer Pfaff for
several digital photos of ongoing
projects in the downtown area in
various stages of upgrades and
development; Brett Barron of Capital
Realty Group, kindness of Donna
Colson for vintage lead glass windows
and a 5-Ainger Alag bracket from the
Kirkbride Commercial Bldg. (1200-1204
Burlingame Ave.); Cathy Dolton for a
Lincoln Elementary School scrapbook of
photos and clippings created by her
mother, Mrs. Richard F. Marken
(Marcha), PTA president the Airst year of
the school’s operation, 1951-52; Karen
Norbut-McElhany for several new digital images of
her intact, original home and garden at 1009 Laguna
Avenue and some property documentation from
1972 ; to Ray Tyler and Cathy Foxhoven for
interviews and DVD recordings of Jean Gilmore on
October 25, 2017, and of Neal, Stephen and Brian
Johnson on Nov. 30, 2017, and Bobbi Benson for
transcriptions thereof; Lorraine Smith for
information related to the 1961 origin of the
Hillsborough Symphony Guild; Shirin Coleman and
Nikoo Javanmardi for misc. paraphernalia of the
Baha’’i’ Faith, including documents from the 1940s of
the religion in Burlingame; and to Charlotte A.
Farmer for a CD of transcribed newspaper articles
(1949-50) related to Noor, Charles S. Howard’s
champion thoroughbred racehorse.

William Schott, Sculptor of the Three Dancing Maidens

In 1888, at the age of 29, Wilhem II became emperor of Germany.
Soon thereafter he commissioned 27-year-old sculptor Walter Schott to
decorate the New Palace in Potsdam with sculpture, trophies and
vases. After the 100-year old baroque style “New” Palace was
renovated, it became the preferred residence for Kaiser Wilhem II for
the remainder of his rule. Under the Kaiser’s patronage, Schott’s
career flourished with numerous other commissions, but his work
dropped off sharply after the Kaiser abdicated in 1918. The once
prominent sculptor died penniless in 1938. Schott earned the Grand
Prize at the Brussels World Exposition in 1910 for his sculpture,
“Three Dancing Maidens.” He always thought that sculpture was
destined to be his crowning achievement. He reworked the Maidens
37 times, determined to make them pleasing from all viewpoints as
they frolicked in the water, lightly touching hands.
One of Schott’s sculptures is in the Smithsonian’s collection. Tellingly,
it is a bronze bust of Kaiser Wilhem II.

Sculptor Walter Schott at work in his studio.
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Special Guest Speaker: JAMES THOMAS MULLANE - Sunday, Feb. 25th 2pm
I. Magnin - A Store To Remember
I. Magnin & Co. was “the” destination
place to shop for fashion for well over a
century, locally attracting scores of
discerning customers from the wealthy
enclaves of the Peninsula. Join us for
what will surely be a memorable talk
from author James Thomas Mullane,
about this luxury establishment, 2pm,
Lane Room, (immediately following our
Annual Election)
Issac Magnin
T h e No m i n a t i n g Co m m i t te e h a s
proposed the following slate of executive
oﬃcers, that was approved at the November
14, 2017 Board meeting: President - Jen
Pfaﬀ; VP Museum - Russ Cohen; VP
Technology and Education - Diane CondonWirgler; Treasurer – Joanne Garrison; VP
Membership Co–chairs: Carl Martin and
Leslie McQuaide; Secretar y – Mar y
Griﬃth. Nominations will also be taken
from the floor at our Annual Meeting.
Many thanks to Jeff DeMartini for his
work as Board Secretary, and for his
outstanding contributions to our Board over
the past year, and to Rosalie McCloud for
many years on our Board before moving out
of the area.

Annual
Meeting
Sunday
Feb. 25
at 1:45 pm

VOTE!

Welcome to New Life Member,
Linda Field!
I M P O R TA N T M E S S AG E
regarding dues:
Please look above your name on the
newsletter address label. If it says
INDIV or SR you owe dues ($35 or $20)
Please pay them promptly to ensure you
continue to receive our newsletter.
NOTE: For this mailing only (the
ANNUAL mailing), every individual
member, including those residing at the same
address, receives a newsletter and
remittance envelope.

Did you know? (How Rollins Road got its name)
Rollins Road, that runs through the heart of the Millsdale Industrial Tract, was
named after William Albert Rollins, a retired superintendent of the Burlingame
Street Dept. who had worked for Burlingame for nearly four decades. According to
his May 1963 obituary, Rollins (who resided at 506 Bayswater Ave.) died at the age of
82. Mr. Rollins, who came to the area at the turn of the century when only four
homes had been built in Burlingame, started work with a wheelbarrow, and later got
a horse and then a Model T. The obituary recounts that “It was said by a fellow coworker that it was not unusual to see Mr. Rollins bumping along in the Model T,
down the original Rollins Road (then a dirt trail along the levee) dressed in his
Sunday go-to-the-meetin’ clothes with a supply of sewer pipes for emergency
repairs.” At the time he was the only street department employee. He
was honored by the city fathers and co-workers at a testimonial dinner
Bayshore and future Rollins Road area in 1947
and presented with a gold watch when he retired in 1944.

PAGE 3

Burlingame Historical Society
P.O. Box 144
Burlingame, Ca 94011
www.burlingamehistory.org
650-340-9960
Address Service Requested - Time Dated Material

Calendar
Annual Meeting:
Sunday, Feb. 25
1:45 p.m. Lane Room
Burlingame Hillsborough
History Museum Open:
290 California Drive
1st Sun. of each month, 1-4 PM.
Feb. 4, March 4, May 6
(Note: closed on Easter- April 1st,)
Museum Docents Needed!
No experience required.
Please call 340-9960 to volunteer.

Please remember us in
your trust or will!
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President’s Message
I’d like to use this opportunity to thank all
those who make our daily operations
possible—from our volunteers to our
donor base, we are so fortunate to
accomplish so many things on a shoestring
budget. Thank you so much!
This past year alone the
Burlingame landscape has undergone more
change than it has in decades and there is
more to come on the horizon.
Sadly, the fire damaged Gates
home at 1214 Donnelly, has recently been
condemned.What ends up replacing the
three eﬀected parcels is still an open
process in which the public can, and
should participate so that the story of the
Gates pioneer family can be told to future
generations, in some tangible form.
On a more positive note, a handful of
character defining, vintage structures on
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Current Officers 2017:

Burlingame Avenue (Bank of Burlingame aka Straits, Burlingame Hotel - Lorton
Re h e B l d g . , a n d t h e K i r k b r i d e
Commercial Bldg. - aka The Luggage
Store) have undergone a number of
remarkable upgrades including replicated
windows and beautiful new paint schemes
—all that help to strengthen the visual
integrity of our historic downtown
shopping district.
Be on the lookout for a ribboncutting ceremony for the Three Dancing
Maidens Fountain at Malouf ’s, as well as a
very special “surprise” addition to our
downtown in a few months. There is a lot
going on, and the Society is proud to be
part of making history for the future.
- Jennifer Pfaff

Co-President - Archives
Jennifer Pfaﬀ
Co-President - Programs
Cathy Foxhoven
VP - Museum Russ Cohen
VP Technology and
Education Diane Condon-Wirgler
Treasurer and Newsletter Joanne Garrison
Secretary - Jeﬀ DeMartini
Corresponding Secretary Mary Packard
Social Media
Cathy Baylock
Board Member Emeritus
Martha May

