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THE RECORD
150th Anniversary of Burlingame Treaty

The Burlingame
Treaty, signed 150
years ago this July,
was negotiated by
our city’s namesake,
Anson Burlingame,
on behalf of the
Chinese.
A
landmark treaty, it
reversed the onesided, humiliating
treaties imposed on
China after its
losses in the Opium
Wars. It declared
China an equal
Above - Burlingame and
nation, equivalent to the U.K., the Chinese delegation in
Fr a n c e , e t c . T h e t r e a t y Washington DC, a recent
allowed two-way unlimited gi" of Anson’s sister’s
immigration between our descendants. Right - Artist
countries, thereby helping the ZHOU Limin is part of a
Central Pacific Railroad finish Chinese delegation to
the western portion of the California in February
cross-continental railroad. In that enjoyed a tour of
May 1869, the final spike was Burlingame.
nailed at Promontory Point,
Utah completing President
Lincoln’s dream of uniting our nation by rail. It is
estimated that Chinese laborers comprised 4/5 of
Central Pacific Railroad’s workforce.
Many activities are planned this year to celebrate both
the treaty and the railroad completion. In October, the
City of Burlingame will dedicate a bust of Anson
Burlingame, created and donated by Chinese artist
ZHOU Limin. The bust will reside under the skylight
in the small sitting area of the library between the
media room and the reading room. The library will use
the shelves under the bust to host a collection of
Anson-related materials, as well as other local history
books. In February the artist and a number of other
Chinese dignitaries visited California for events related
to honoring the Chinese who built the railroad. At that
time, two of our board members, Russ Cohen and
Jennifer Pfaﬀ, together with Mayor Michael Brownrigg,
Dr. David Chai, President of Chinese-American Heroes
and George Koo, board member of New American
Media, took the delegation on a tour of downtown
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Burlingame and a visit to our
railroad station. Simultaneous to
the Anson Burlingame local history
corner planned for our library, the
City has organized an art subcommittee to explore creating a
public art to honor Anson, our
namesake. Russ Cohen serves on
t h i s
committee.
After
a
b i d d i n g
process, an
artist has
been selected
to create a
proposal for
approval. It
is hoped that
p r i v a t e
donations
will cover the
cost of this
art.
To
celebrate and
remember the Chinese who helped build the railroad
(and who thereby increased the wealth of Central
Pacific President Leland Stanford making his university
possible) Stanford University has created the Chinese
Railroad Worker in America Project, which includes an
educational website. In addition, the US-China Railroad
Friendship Association, as well as the Chinese Railroad
Workers Descendants Association, have events planned
to celebrate the completion of the railroad. Look for
events celebrating these important anniversaries
throughout the next year. We also recommend to you a
PBS American Experience segment entitled “The
Chinese Exclusion Act” (viewable online) that describes
the history of the Chinese in California and the
importance of the Burlingame Treaty.
Thank you to Mayor Michael Brownrigg, Dr. David
Chai, George Koo and Librarian Brad McCulley for
pursuing eﬀorts to commemorate our namesake’s
important legacy.
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With thanks to…

Russ Cohen for vintage photo negatives, including
Peninsula Hospital being demolished; Jennifer Pfaff
possible Burlingame residents next to Ray Park pillars,
for numerous digital photos of the Gates home at 1214
ca. 1940s from the Sonntag Drug Store,
Donnelly Ave. , shortly before demolition
once located at 1310 Burlingame
and after, as well as a singed shingle
Avenue (see photo insert); for a large
from the home; Jim Kelly for a circa
sketch of the city seal c. 1969 by
1 9 8 3 p h o to o f a n E a s to n D r ive
Giberson; for several copies of
eucalyptus (near Bernal/Vancouver)
Burlingame history related books and
downed during a storm; Patricia Lewis
pamphlets, copies of BHS classmates
kindness of Barbara Steiner, for a
and clubs 1929-1960s; two signed
collection of
recipes from Lewis’s
p h o t o s b y f o r m e r M ayo r a n d
grandmother, Mrs. Walter H. Medley,
photographer Mike Spinelli: Miss
from the 1920s and 30s, featuring
Fiesta Dream Girl 1976; and an
business advertisements on the backs,
undated image of the Dancing
comp li me n t s of Ame r i ca n L e g i on
Maidens Fountain; a 1912 postcard of
Burlingame Post 163; Burlingame City
the original Catholic Church on the
Clerk Meaghan Hassel-Shearer for a
site of St. Catherine of Siena; two circa
digital photo of the Proclamation
1950s snapshots of 465 BloomSield
presentation, featuring Mayor Brownrigg
Rd.; a civil service admission card,
and Council honoring Burlingame citizen
1938; and a vintage golf score card for
Charles Voltz for his many decades of
the Crystal Springs Golf Course; Ron
work for the betterment of Burlingame,
Field for 3 vintage snapshots of
April 2, 2018; Dennis Zell, kindness of
1221 Laguna; Martin Quan, City of
Betsy Bogel for a vintage Polo mallet,
Burlingame Public Works for 10
youngster’s vintage sailor suit and misc.
Above - young woman posing in front of the
sections of a circa 1927 aerial map
paper paraphernalia; John Britton for
newly-erected pillars for Ray Park at the
of Burlingame, including the Mills
some architectural features salvaged
corner of Ray Drive and El Camino Real.
Estate property prior to Ray Park
from the Gates residence demolition at
subdivision; Paul Constantino for
1214 Donnelly in May: the three original
a clipping of a SF Examiner proSile on the City of
redwood porch columns, two circular windows, and
Burlingame, April 29, 2018; Christine A. Granucci,
the cone shaped copper Slashing that topped the
BPD Services manager for 17 mounted pages of
witch’s hat turret; and to Cathy Foxhoven and Ray
Loma Prieta news clippings and its effect on
Tyler for DVD copies of an oral history and photos
Burlingame, 1989; to Jim Shypertt for misc. photos
taken of Walter Sorensen on Feb. 23, 2018, and
and information, including a May 10, 2012 photo of
Bobbi Benson for a transcript thereof.

DID YOU KNOW?
That Anson Burlingame helped launch the career of Mark Twain? The two met in Hawaii
in 1866 when Burlingame’s ship from China stopped there to refuel and replenish
supplies. Twain, who had not published a book yet, was a cub reporter with the
Sacramento Union newspaper. The paper sent Twain to the Hawaiian islands to report
on trade and agricultural matters. While there, reports came of 15 starving men who
had washed ashore in an open boat. The men had been at sea for 43 days — the only
survivors from the missing ship Hornet of New York. Twain immediately recognized the
newsworthiness of this event. However, he was sick in bed. Twain’s biographer states
that while Twain lay thinking about the interview-that-might-have-been, Anson
Burlingame suddenly appeared in Twain’s room, put him on a cot that served as a
stretcher and before Mark Twain “realized what was happening, he was . . . on his way . . .
to get the precious interview. Once there, Anson Burlingame, with his gentle manner and
courtly presence, drew from those enfeebled castaways all the story of the burning of the
vessel . . [and] all that Mark Twin had to do was listen and make notes. Twain’s story
broke in the Sacramento paper on July 9, 1866 and it was carried everywhere.
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR TWO SPECIAL EVENTS THIS SUMMER:
*On Friday, July 20 at 4 p.m. please meet us at Hatch’s Alley behind 148 Lorton Avenue
for a SURPRISE CELEBRATION.
AND
*On Sunday, August 5-VICTORIAN DAYS WALKING TOURS in conjunction
with SM County Historical AssociationWe will be conducting 3 free walking tours at approx. 45 min. to 1 hour each:
1 pm Choose between a new architectural tour of downtown (meet at train station)
or a tour of Broadway (meet in Wells Fargo lot on Chula Vista)
3 pm New tour of Easton Addition (meet at Easton branch library)
1-4 pm Museum Open, 290 California Drive. at the Railroad Station

Many thanks to Pierre Bouquet, and Rebecca Haseleu for their
donations, and to Mike and Megan Bohnert, Sam’s Italian Sandwich
Co., Marc and Mary Cohen, Dreiling Terrones Architecture, Inc. and
Patricia and Stanley Frankoski for their generous donations made in
honor of Russ Cohen’s birthday; to Carl Martin and the Studio Shop
for reframing a rare vintage Anson Burlingame Treaty print from 1868;
and to the Burlingame City Council members for their Community
Grant to expand the accessibility of our Passport to History program.

Welcome
New Members!
Nick Delis - Life
Dennis Treadway - Individual
Jean Cohn - Individual
David Cohn – Individual
Marina Boban Scocield Individual

More about Anson and recent additions to our collection:
Anson’s father, Joel (shown at right, at 80 yrs), was a traveling methodist preacher
who, despite the lack of cross-country rail in California’s earliest days, traveled
all over the West during the 1850s
and 1860s. As a result, many of the
Burlingame descendants live in
California. Recently, Anson’s sister
Susan’s descendant, Laura Lee
Gi l l i am graciousl y donated a
number of family treasures,
including an 1850s family bible, and
photos including one of the Chinese
delegation at the signing of the
B u r l i n g a m e t r e a t y. O f s p e c i a l
interest are a number of original
letters including one Anson wrote to
his father less than a year before his
death. Writing from Paris on July 6th 1869, Anson sent money to his father and
asked for his prayers as he traveled throughout Europe representing the
Chinese:

“I thank you profoundly for your prayers for the Mission. It has met with great
success thus far. I shall go from Paris in a few weeks. I think during the summer, to
Sweden and Denmark. I do not know how long I shall be visiting the 11 Treaty powers to which I am accredited.” -AB
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Burlingame Historical Society
P.O. Box 144
Burlingame, Ca 94011
www.burlingamehistory.org
650-340-9960
Address Service Requested - Time Dated Material

Calendar
Quarterly Meetings:
Fri. July 20, 4 pm
“Hatch’s Alley Surprise”
Sun. Aug 5, 1 & 3 pm
Three Walking Tours- no
reservations required
Burlingame
Hillsborough History
Museum Open:
290 California Drive
1st Sun. of each month, 1-4
PM.
August 5th, Sept 2, Oct 7

Please remember us in
your trust or wi%!

THE BURLINGAME HISTORICAL SOCIETY
President’s Message
For the first time since we’ve done walking
tours, the Gates house will no longer be
physically present; in May it
was demolished. The owner
fortunately donated the coneshaped flashing that topped the
distinctive witch’s hat turret,
along with some other items.
Like many who would follow,
George Gates recognized the
value of Burlingame real estate
early on— rolling his 14-year
new home back to an unpaved
service road (later called Donnelly Ave.),
when economics indicated that Burlingame
Avenue property was becoming more
valuable as part of the growing business
district. At 1224 Burlingame Ave. (the
vicinity of Pottery Barn) he created an
elaborate theatre and moving picture venue,
with retail spaces, and landscaped grounds
containing fountains and miniature lakes on
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the formerly very deep lot. Designed by
Ernest Norberg, the Gates Garden Theatre
opened in 1918, just about the
time the US was entering WWI.
The novelty of the complex was
short-lived; in 1926, the far larger
and more opulent Peninsula
theatre opened in the 1400 block.
The Gates Garden Theatre
building would have many lives as
a retail presence and was
extensively re-faced before fire
enveloped the structure on
Christmas Day in 1990. George and wife
Estelle eventually leased, and then sold
their original residence on Donnelly by the
1950s, moving to Fey Dr. while their
children continued to r un various
businesses in town- Robert W. Gates
Clothiers being the most beloved and longlived, closing over a century after the
pioneer family had first arrived.
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Current Officers 2018:
President - Jennifer Pfaﬀ
VP - Museum Russ Cohen
VP Technology and
Education Diane Condon-Wirgler
Treasurer and Newsletter Joanne Garrison
Oral histories & ParlimentarianCathy Foxhoven
Secretary - Mary Griﬃth
Corresponding Secretary Mary Packard
Social MediaCathy Baylock
Membership Co-ChairsCarl Martin and
Leslie McQuaide
Board Member Emeritus Martha May

