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On	July	20th,	we	had	a	party	to	unveil	a	47’	by	
15’	 tiled	mural	 off	Hatch	Lane.	The	 concept	of	
introducing	historically-relevant	public	art	into	
the	community	was	born	nearly	3	years	ago	at	
one	of	our	Board	meetings.	 	Jeff	DeMartini	had	
just	 returned	 from	Europe	where	he	had	 seen	
beautiful	 tiled	 historical	 images	 on	 walls.	 But	
that	was	the	just	beginning	of	the	story.		

Finding	willing	and	generous	participants—not	
only	 those	 who	 can	 create	 beautiful,	 effective	
imagery,	 but	 most	 notably	 identifying	 those	
willing	 to	 fund	 such	 creative	 endeavors,	 can,	
more	 often	 than	 not,	 kill	 a	 project	 while	 it	 is	
still	 on	 the	 drawing	 board.	 Fortunately	 for	 us,	
and	 for	 the	 community,	 that	 was	 not	 the	 case	
with	this	project.	

Perhaps	 it	 was	 serendipitous	 that	 Ryan	
Guibara,	of	Dewey	Land	Company,	happened	to	
hear	 about	 this	 type	 of	 project	 during	 one	 of	

our	 Board	 meetings.	 A	 new	 member	 of	 our	
society	 and	 community-minded	 with	 local	
roots,	 Guibara	 and	 President/	 CEO	 Richard	
Dewey	 granted	 the	 Historical	 Society		
unfettered	 artistic	 license	 for	 the	 huge	wall	 of	
their	ofTice	and	retail	project	on	Lorton	Avenue.	
Russ	 Cohen	 thought	 a	 mural	 based	 on	 an	 old	
postcard	 concept	 could	be	 just	 the	 ticket.	 	We	
hired	talented	graphic	designer	Don	Donoughe	
(who	is	also	a	local	resident	and	donated	much	
additional	 time	 and	 effort	 to	 this	 project)	 to	
design	 the	 mural.	 	 Jennifer	 Pfaff	 worked	 on	
obtaining	just	the	right	images	and	the	rights	to	
use	 them.	 	 Additionally,	 Ryan	 gave	 us	 a	 large	
display	 space	 facing	 the	 alley	 that	 we	 will	
eventually	Till	with	more	information.	

Some	 people	 have	 wondered	 why	 such	 a	
beautiful	 piece	 of	 work	 is	 hidden	 in	 an	 alley.			
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There	 are	 two	 reasons:	 The	 Tirst	 is	 that	 this	
was	 the	space	generously	offered—a	pristine	
new	wall,	perfect	for	the	preparation	involved	
for	 a	 massive	 	 tile	 installation,	 and	 not	
requiring	 cumbersome	 and	 costly	 lead	
abatement.	 And	 frankly,	 why	 not	 have	 some	
surprises	 in	 our	 downtown	 where	 one	 least	
expects	them!?	

The	 second,	 and	 perhaps	 most	 important	
reason	is	from	a	city	planning	perspective:	

Hatch	 Lane,	 originally	 called	 Hatch’s	 Alley	
(June	 1912)	 after	 original	 owner-developer	
John	H.	Hatch,	 is	one	of	 the	 few	more	usable	
alleys	remaining	in	Downtown	Burlingame.	It	
is	 substantial	 in	 length,	 linking	 Howard	 and	
Burlingame	 Avenue.	 Until	 now	 the	 alley	 has	
most	regrettably	been	best	known	for	dirt	and	
the	 unsightly	 hodge-podge	 of	 dumpsters	
lining	the	narrow	lane.	

Nevertheless,	 and	 with	 a	 hopeful	 eye	 on	 the	
future,	 a	 dozen	 years	 ago,	 during	 the	 city-
sponsored	“SOBA”	South	of	Burlingame	Avenue	
charrette	event,	Hatch	Lane	was	identiTied	for	
improvement,	 in	 the	 spirit	 of	 San	Francisco’s	

Belden	 Place	 and	 others.	 Likewise,	 the	
concept	 of	 improving	 the	 alley	 and	 thus	
encouraging	pedestrian	and	restaurant/retail	
activity	 there	was	 included	 in	 the	Downtown	
SpeciTic	Plan	(2010).	With	that	in	mind	Dewey	
Land	Co.	has	buried	about	a	third	of	the	utility	
lines	 in	 the	 alley	 (for	 some,	 a	 visual	 blight),	
reconstructed	 sidewalks,	 installed	 new	
landscaping	 and	 otherwise	 beautiTied	

elements	 on	 adjacent	 properties	 to	 get	 the	
ball	rolling.		

Efforts	to	clean	up	the	litter	and	dumpsters	in	
a	 way	 that	 doesn’t	 hinder	 trash	 pick	 up	 are	
ongoing	 and	will	 take	 time,	 but	 anyone	who	
has	seen	the	work	already	done	 likely	agrees	
that	it	is	all	a	step	in	the	right	direction.		

If	you	have	not	seen	Greetings	yet,	make	sure	
to	walk	by	and	pose	 for	a	photo	with	others,	
or	 create	a	 selTie.	Please	post	 to	Facebook	or	
Instagram	using	the	hashtag	
#greetingsfromburlingame	and	join	the	fun. 
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