
We  are  thrilled  to 
repor t  that  The 
National  Trust  for 
H i s t o r i c 
Preser vat ion  i s 
coming  to  town  on 
November  13.  Why?  
Because  a s  the 
Tr ust ’s  motto 
declares  “This  Place 
Matters!” 
The  Trust’s  national 
p r e s e r v a t i o n 
conference ,  the 
premier  educational 
and  network ing 
conference for those 
in  the  business  of 
saving  places,  will  be 
held in San Francisco 
th i s  f a l l .   We  are 
thrilled  that  due  to 
the  work  of  Donna 
Colson  (council  member  and  National 
Trust  board  member)  as  well  as  Cathy 
Baylock  (former  council  member)  the 
PastForward conference will have a field 
study here in “Burlingame:  The Jewel of 
the  Peninsula.”   Activities  will  include 
presentations  by  city  staff,  city  council 
members as well as Burlingame Historical 
Society  members.   There  will  also  be  a 
walking tour of Burlingame and a visit to 
our historical society museum in the train 
station.   Special  emphasis  of  this  year’s 
conference  will  be  creating  private  and 
public partnerships in preserving our past 
-  something  we  do,  and  have  done  so 

we l l ,  in  Bur l ingame .  
Participants  will  learn 
about  the  recent 
impro vements  to 
Bur l ingame  Avenue , 
funded  by  public  and 
pr iva te  cooperat ion .  
They will also learn about 
ongoing  efforts  to  retain 
our special sense of place, 
inc lud ing  e ffor t s  to 
protect  our  trees.    So 
look  for  participants  out 
and  about  on  Tuesday, 
November 13 and help us 
extend  a  hear ty 
Burlingame welcome.  Let 

the  motto  o f  a  pa s t  Chamber  o f 
Commerce  ring  true  once  more:   “You 
are a stranger here but once.”

THE RECORD
Because This Place Matters!

JOIN US
Thurs Oct. 25 at 
Kohl Mansion.

sesee p.3

“This Place Matters” is a 
motto of the  National Trust 
for Historic Preservation 
Burlingame. 
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NEW ACQUISITIONS!        
Many	 thanks	 to	 Jim	 Shypertt	 for	 photos	 he’s	 taken,	
including	one	of	Diane	Condon-Wirgler	at	the	Fun	Run	
on	 Labor	 Day,	 Sept.	 3,	
2018,	 (in	 center)	 and	
i n fo rma t i on	 he	 ha s	
assembled	 to	 reHlect	 the	
development	and	state	of	
the	 Sawyer	 Camp	 Trail,	
C r y s t a l	 S p r i n g s	
watershed	 area,	 Pulgas	
Water	Temple,	 and	Filoli,	
as	 of	 August	 2018	 ;	Ray	
Tyler	 for	 producing	 an	
18	minute	DVD	recording	
of	 the	 July	 20th,	 2018	
mural	 presentation	 and	
party	behind	248	Lorton,	
a d j a c e n t	 t o	 H a t c h	
Lane;	 Brad	 McCulley,	
City	 Librarian	 for	 a	
Thomas	Bros.	Block	Book	
o f	 S a n	 M a t e o	
( u n d a t e d ) ;	 J o h n	
Parkin	for	a	ca.	1967	City	
of	 Burlingame	 Health	
Plan by	 California	 Blue	
S h i e l d ,	 s h o w i n g :	
“Employee-	 Paid	 by	 the	
City,	 one	 Dependent	 $16.42,	 two	 or	 more	 Dependents	
$20.97”;	Edward	G.	Eisenman	for	multiple	real	estate	
Hlyers,	 subdivision	 map,	 misc.	 information,	 including	
businesses,	and	obituaries	related	 to	Burlingame	and	
Hillsborough	 residents	 who	 lived,	 worked	 and/or	
worshipped	in	the	community;	Eric	Day	(grandson	of	

Harry	 Dessin)	 kindness	 of	 Dave	 Day	 for	 Harry	
Dessin’s	 vintage	 Eastman	 Kodak	 glass	 plate	 view	

camera	 (ca.	 1913)	 and	
Folmer	 Schwing	 tripod	
(ca.1903)and	case,	with	
which	he	 photographed	
numerous	 local	 scenes	
and	 people	 about	 100	
y e a r s	 a g o ;	 L i n d a	
Field	for	ofHice	supplies,	
n um e r o u s	 p h o t o s	
including	 those	 of	 the	
July	20th Greetings	From	
B u r l i n g a m e	
California mural	 event,	
and	 of	 the	 old	 metal	
shed	 structure	 at	 210	
Hatch	 Lane,	 and	 the	
H.E.R.E.	Union	structure	
a t	 2 0 9	 H i g h l a n d	
Ave.;	Tom	Maloney	 for	
clippings	 and	 other	
copies	related	to	the	life	
of	 area	 pioneer,	 SM	
County	Sheriff	and	local	
property	 owner	 John	
Henry	 (aka	 “Harry”)	
Ha tch ,	 1854 -1930 ;	

and	 Jennifer	 Pfaff	 for	 several	 digital	 images	 of	
current	 developments	 including	 301	 Airport	 Blvd.,	
988	Howard	Avenue,	 240	Lorton	Avenue,	 restoration	
and	remodeling	of	the	Burlingame	Hotel at	287	Lorton	
Avenue/	1209	Burlingame	Avenue.	

DID	YOU	KNOW?			
What’s	 in	 a	 letter?	 	At	 a	whopping	15ft.	 tall	 and	47ft.	 long,	 “Greetings”	 is	nearly	 as	wide	 as	 a	 typical	
Burlingame	 lot.	Comprised	of	3,195	 individual	 tiles	made	 in	 Italy,	each	piece	was	 then	sent	 to	Florida	

where	 it	was	 	 Hired	and	number-coded.	The	tiles	were	 installed	
between	June	28th	and	mid-July	by	a	team	of	1-2	tilers	each	day,	
frequently	using	a	hydraulic	lift.	Each	of	the	10	letters	is	about	5	
feet	tall	and	depicts	something	signiHicant	to	our	city.	 	We	chose	
from	 both	 old	 and	 new	 images	 that	 also	 depict	 photographic	
technologies	 ranging	 from	 lithography	 to	 iPhone	 imagery—all	
woven	together	into	a	beautifully	modern	design.		Fun	Fact!	Two	
of	the	images	are	from	twins:	Local	resident	Don	Donoughe,	the	
mural’s	 designer,	 contributed	 the	 iPhone	 image	 of	 the	 ducks	 at	
Anza	 Lagoon--the	 “A”.	 His	 twin	 brother,	 artist	 Ron	 Donoughe,	
contributed	the	oil	painting	image	of	eucalyptus	trees—the	“I”.
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SPECIAL  THANKS  toLee Livingston for his ongoing archive 
work investigating and indexing thousands of negatives from various local 
newspaper publications (circa 1970s and 80s), and to Ron Bulatoff for 
data entries of six card catalogue drawers of items collected/ donated  since 
he mid-1970s to current acquisitions. 
To Donna  Colson for  a  very  generous  monetary  donation,  to Bobbi 
Benson for keeping the plantings well watered and cared for.  To Kent 
Lauder and Russ  Cohen,  many  thanks  for  the  beautiful  work  to 
improve signage at the museum. 
To Paul Constantino, for a donation made in memory of his brother, 

MEET	US	AT	THE		MANSION!			
On	Thursday,	October	23	at	7	p.m.	meet	us	at	the	
mansion	where	we	will	show	the	documentary	Hilm	

“The Oaks of Burlingame:  The Story of the C. Frederick 
          Kohl Mansion” by Bridget Bell
In less than an hour you will learn answers to these 

questions:  Who were they Kohls?  Why did they build a 
mansion here?  How did it become a Catholic girls school?  
What is it being used for now ?  
The	Hilm	is	entertaining	and	enlightening.		Join	us	for	a	very	
rewarding	evening!		As	always,	your	quarterly	members	are	
FREE	and	OPEN	TO	THE	PUBLIC!	

Welcome 
New Members!

Sherman Wong – Individual 
  Elisabeth Scott Hendrickson – 
Individual  
John Catania – Individual
William Denney – Individual
Robert Chapman – Individual  
Ann Hudspeth – Individual

Why we do what we do!  Two years ago Jen Pfaff received this thank you after one of our walking tours:  
“I’m	so	glad	I	could	make	it	.	.	.	the	[walking	tour]	was	great.	 	SpeciPically,	I	thought	it	was	great	for	two	reasons.	First,	it	

was	cool	 to	 see	 the	maps	and	see	 some	of	 the	remnants	of	 the	past	 I(such	as	 the	pillars	near	 the	rec	center	 that	one	would	
otherwise	just	walk	by	and	not	notice).	I	would	have	never	known	about	the	oldest	house	in	Burlingame, the	theory	of	street	

street	names	around	that	house,	 the	 location	of	 the	polo	 Hields,	or	 the	 fact	 that	
there	was	a	coney	island	at	coyote	point	-	crazy!	
Second,	and	more	importantly,	I	thought	there	was	a	real	sense	of	community	in	
the	 entire	 event	 that	 was	 really	 cool.	 Community	 is	 too	 often	 lost	 in	 today's	
world	of	email,	cell	phones,	and	a	zillion	meetings	rushing	from	place	to	place.	I	
found	myself	 taking	a	 step	back	and	observing	what	was	going	on	yesterday.	 I	
saw	 speakers	 (you	 and	 Joanne)	 who	 care	 deeply	 about	 the	 history	 of	
Burlingame;	 I	 saw	25	residents	who	shared	your	 interest	and	wanted	 to	know	
more;	and	I	saw	other	people	observing	our	group	and	doing	other	things:	a	dad	
and	his	kid	playing	soccer,	the	birthday	party	in	the	park	near	the	last	stop,	etc.	I	
just	 found	 it	 really	cool.	The	best	way	 I	 can	describe	 it	 is	 that	when	you	buy	a	
house,	you	make	it	a	home;	what	you,	Joanne,	Martha,	and	everyone	else	on	the	
board	offers	is	taking	a	City	and	making	it	a	community.	So,	I	thought	it	was	just	
great	and	I	think	you	all	deserve	a	tremendous	amount	of	credit	for	it.		
It	was	a	great	event,	 its	a	great	 thing	 to	do,	and	 I	hope	 I	 can	 Hind	more	
ways	to	support	it	in	the	coming	years.		
Two	 years	 later,	 the	 author	 of	 this	 note,	 Ryan	Guibara’s	 Hirm	 found	 the	
funding	and	the	wall	for	Greetings	from	Burlingame
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President’s Message 

Calendar
Quarterly Meetings:
Fri. July 20, 4 pm
“Hatch’s Alley Surprise”

Sun. Aug 5, 1 & 3 pm
Three Walking Tours- no 
reservations required
Burlingame 
Hillsborough History 
Museum Open:  
290 California Drive 
1st Sun. of each month, 1-4 PM.   

August 5th,  Sept 2, Oct 7

Museum Docents Needed!   

Burlingame Historical Society
P.O. Box 144
Burlingame, Ca 94011

www.burlingamehistory.org
650-340-9960

Address Service Requested -  Time Dated Material

Current Officers 2018: 
President - Jennifer Pfaff  

VP - Museum -
         Russ Cohen
VP  Technology and 
Education -
     Diane Condon-Wirgler
Treasurer and Newsletter  -    
Joanne Garrison 
Oral histories & Parlimentarian-
Cathy Foxhoven 
Secretary - Mary Griffith
Corresponding Secretary -
Mary Packard
Social Media-
           Cathy Baylock 
Membership Co-Chairs-
Carl Martin and 
Leslie McQuaide
Board Member Emeritus -

Martha May
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Please remember us in 
your trust or will!

For the first time since we’ve done walking 
tours,  the  Gates  house  will  no  longer  be 
physically  present;  in  May  it 
was  demolished.  The  owner 
fortunately  donated  the  cone-
shaped flashing that topped the 
distinctive  witch’s  hat  turret, 
along with some other items.
Like  many  who  would  follow, 
George  Gates  recognized  the 
value of Burlingame real estate 
early  on—  rolling  his  14-year 
new home back to an unpaved 
service  road  (later  called  Donnelly  Ave.), 
when economics indicated that Burlingame 
Avenue  property  was  becoming  more 
valuable  as  part  of  the  growing  business 
district.  At  1224  Burlingame  Ave.  (the 
vicinity  of  Pottery   Barn)  he  created  an 
elaborate theatre and moving picture venue,   
with retail  spaces, and landscaped grounds 
containing fountains and miniature lakes on 

the  formerly  very  deep  lot.  Designed  by 
Ernest Norberg, the Gates Garden Theatre 

opened  in  1918,  just  about  the 
time the US was entering WWI. 
The novelty  of  the complex was 
short-lived; in 1926, the far larger 
and  more  opulent  Peninsula 
theatre opened in the 1400 block. 
The  Gates  Garden  Theatre 
building would have many lives as 
a  re ta i l  p resence  and  wa s 
extensively  re-faced  before  fire 
enve loped  the  str ucture  on 

Christmas  Day  in  1990.  George  and  wife 
Estelle  eventually  leased,  and  then  sold 
their original residence on Donnelly by the 
1950s,  moving  to  Fey  Dr.  while  their 
ch i ldren  cont inued  to  r un  var ious 
businesses  in  town-  Robert  W.  Gates 
Clothiers being the most beloved and long-
lived,  closing  over  a  century  after  the 
pioneer family had first arrived.
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