
PACIFIC CITY

THE CONEY ISLAND OF THE WEST

THE RISE AND FALL OF



THE LAND
The William H. Howard 
Estate in Burlingame 
and San Mateo was 
largely undeveloped 
beyond “H” street-- 
later renamed 
Humboldt Street-- 
before the arrival of the 
Bayshore freeway in 
the late 1920s.  



THE SCHEME
David Stollery, a real estate developer from 

Hillsborough who managed the Howard Estate, 
thought that a giant amusement park, beach and 

picnic area would be a popular attraction  
for Peninsula residents. 
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THE FUNDS
An enthusiastic group of investors had formed the 

Pacific City Corporation by September 1921, raising 
$100,000 to purchase 90 acres of bayfront property 

between Peninsula and Burlingame Avenues, 
including 250 acres of submerged land. 
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THE TIMES
The 1920s was a period of optimism and great 

economic vitality. Thinking of potential for profits, 
local investors and businessmen spent one million 

dollars to finance much of the construction, 
promoting the amusement park plan for Coyote 

Point as the “Coney Island of the West”. 
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CONSTRUCTION

Construction started in January 1922.  Roads needed 
to be improved; there was a lot of work to do. 



On July 1, 1922 a four-day Grand Opening celebration began, 
with a special Independence Day parade on July 4th. 



At the end of Howard Avenue, tall, massive 
arches marked the entrance to Pacific City. 



Admission cost a dime. 



Shuttles waited at the Burlingame Avenue Train Station 
to bring excited visitors to the park for a nickel. 
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Flags were flying. 



!

Bands were playing.
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Concessionaires were busy. 
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24,000 hot dogs were sold in a single day. 



!
The Comet, an 80-ft. dip thrill ride, was reputed to be the 
highest, longest and fastest roller coaster west of Detroit. 
!



!

There was a Ferris wheel and Dodg-em cars... 
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...and a Dentzel Merry-go-Round. 
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...and a “Little Puffer” miniature steam train. 
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There was a beautiful tea house and dance 
pavilion, with a capacity for 2000 couples. 
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And a Boardwalk that was 3,200 feet long. 



!
2,000 tons of white sand had been trucked in from Monterey. 



!

People enjoyed a brisk dip in the bay. 



A 468-foot pier accommodated visiting steamers 
from Mission Street in San Francisco. 
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Pacific City was the place to be for all ages. 
!



By sunset on July 4th, the fog moved in with the 
winds, obscuring the $5,000 fireworks display-- 

a harbinger of things to come. 
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When Pacific City closed for the season in November 1922,  

the Company claimed to have had one million visitors. 



!

In May 1923 when the second season opened, 
crowds dwindled.



!

Burlingame’s rapid growth did not provide for its sewage 
disposal that at the time was discharged into the bay. 

!
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The winds and cool weather, combined with the 
putrid odor, affected park attendance. Swimming 
was prohibited by the county health department.  
!

In the winter of 1923, with the owners facing 
bankruptcy, the park closed for good. 
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In 1925, the Howard family bought the property 
back for $188,000. Some portions were reopened 
for events like boxing matches for a few years, but 
vandalism and fires eventually led to demolition. 
“The Comet” was torn down in 1933. 
!

The dance hall, that later functioned as a roller 
skating rink, was demolished in 1946. The pier 
remained until after 1950.  
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The	only	remnants	of	Paci2ic	City	in	Burlingame	are	the	lone	palm	tree,	west	of	the	Peninsula	Humane	Society…	!
And	the	“Paci2ic	City”	arch	that	originally	indicated	the	Howard	Avenue	automobile	route,	apparently	from	El	Camino	Real	to	the	park	entrance.	The	arch	was	
purchased	and	retro2itted	with	neon	lighting	by	the	Broadway	Development	Association	to	advertise	the	“Broadway	–	Burlingame”	business	district	.	
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… and the “Pacific City” arch that was purchased by the 
Broadway Development Association and retrofitted in 1927 

with the lettering “Broadway - Burlingame” to advertise  
the growing shopping district. 



The Little Puffer steam train and the Dentzel Carousel 
were purchased by Herbert Fleishhacker in 1925 for 

use in the San Francisco Zoo where they have 
remained popular attractions.  
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The Burlingame Historical 
Society would like to 
acknowledge the 
significant photographic 
contributions of Ed Arnold, 
and in particular those of 
Judie and Margaret Stone, 
cousins of Rockwell Stone 
Jr., (shown at left in 1923) 
without which this exhibit 
would not have been 
possible.
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