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THE RECORD
Founding Father William H. Howard

The first-born heir of a wealthy Gold Rush
merchant, William Henry Howard shaped
much of modern Burlingame. Despite his
privileged beginnings, however, his life was
marked by tragedy. Born on June 3, 1850 at
his parents’ home on San Francisco’s
Mission Street in what was then called
“Happy Valley,” William H. Howard was
not destined to live a happy life. When
William was just four, while the family was
visiting the Boston area, young Willie
witnessed a nanny beat his younger brother
to death by swinging the child around by
his nightshirt. Before he turned six,
Willie’s father died. The next year, he was
sent oﬀ to a boarding school in England.
William would remain outside of California
attending schools in Europe or the East
Coast for the next 15 years. In 1873, at the
age of 23, William married Anna Dwight
Whiting in Massachusetts. She was from a
prominent New England family. They soon
moved to Paris.#
#
Even though most of his childhood
w a s s p e n t o u t s i d e Ca l i f o r n i a , f a m i l y
responsibilities brought him back. When
his father died in 1856, young William
inherited a large portion of Rancho San
Mateo (most of his property was east of El
Camino Real between Burlingame Avenue
and downtown San Mateo). In 1879, when
William was 29, he and his young family
moved back to California – in part to watch
his mother’s large El Cerrito estate for her
while she and her third husband took an
extended honeymoon in Europe and in part
to manage his own property here. During
this time, he requested the family gardener
John McLaren to help improve William’s
property at Coyote Point by planting over
70,000 trees there. William and Anna also
commissioned a huge brownstone home,
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architect Bruce Price (Emily
Post’s father), to be built near the
property that William inherited
from his father, William Davis Merry
Howard.
The home,
c a l l e d
Up l a n d s ,
was located
at
the
current site
of Cr ystal
Springs
Uplands
School. #
#
A m o n g
o t h e r
business
interests,
Ho w a r d
Howard Family Collection
operated a
dair y and a
cattle ranch
on the Peninsula. By 1889, however, he
began to view his Peninsula property as
having greater potential for residential real
estate rather than agricultural use. In that
y e a r, h e m a d e h i s f i r s t r e a l e s t a t e
subdivision on a small sliver of land, north
of downtown San Mateo and east of the
railroad tracks. However, one wonders if
real estate sales were slow or if his
household expenditures were simply too
high, as by 1894 he sold his large home
Uplands to Charles Frederick Crocker. The
y e a r b e f o r e Wi l l i a m h a d b e e n a n
enthusiastic founding member of the
Burlingame Country Club – a club designed
to spur real estate sales on the Peninsula to
wealthy San Franciscans. Continued on page 3!
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NEW ACQUISITIONS . . . with thanks to:
Kathy Graves for a digital image of her grandmother, Burlingame resident Dorothy Shay, receiving the Miss VictoryNorthern California Award for her work at Dalmo Victor Co. (San Carlos) in 1942 (see below left), as well as two identical
images of students posed at the prestigious St. Matthews Military Academy in Burlingame (modern day Hillsborough),
1865-1915, Debbie Lawder Sullivan for a 1941 diary of her grandmother, Marie Crandell, and a memorial card honoring her
mother, Shirley Stevenot Lawder; Gary Doss and Russ Cohen for several digital photos related to the demolition of 215-233
Highland Avenue in July 2016 (soon to be 225 California Drive), including images of vintage painted advertisements that were
exposed on adjacent structures; Paul Constantino for several obituaries related to former and current Burlingame and
Hillsborough residents; Jim Shypertt for a number of Burlingame Rotary related paraphernalia and images, as well as a
circa 1950 digital photo of an aerial view of Our Lady of Angels parish, a Williams and Burrows construction project and
promotional material and articles related to a (never realized) condominium scheme to develop the Carolands Chateau,
proposed by developer Kevin White, (White Land Co.) in 1997 ; David Day for a number of digital images taken by and of
Harry and Wilkie Dessin, Burlingame pioneers (the Dessin Bros. shop circa 1916 on Main at Donnelly), as well as other
memorabilia, including a Millbrae Dairy menu (1216 Burlingame Avenue) and a portfolio of original artwork created by
English born architect and artist William C.F. Gillam (1867-1962), a resident of Palm Ave., a friend of the Dessin-Day
families, and architect of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church and other structures; Ed Eisenman for many articles, obituaries and
memorabilia related to Burlingame and Hillsborough people and places, including extensive information related to legal issues
surrounding convicted child molester, Dr. William H. Ayres, a former Hillsborough resident; Ray Tyler for video recordings
he made of the eastside historical walking tour that took place on August 7th as well as a February 7th recording of Richard
Aptekar -Town Crier; Rich McLinden for a Simpson’s Ltd. Mens’ Clothiers hanger; Blair Sanford, for several digital
photos of the enlarged and renovated Hoover Elementary School that reopened for students on August 24th, for the first time
in several decades; and to Carol Rossi for two books: Peninsula Portraits and A Treasure of Great American Houses.

Did you know?
During recent demolition of the Consignment Center on the 200 block of Highland Avenue, a couple of original
painted advertisements were discovered on early adjacent structures left standing. Gary Doss and Russ Cohen
photographed them, (see above right) before the surfaces were waterproofed in preparation for the construction of a
new oﬃce building. One of the signs (pictured) asks the viewer “MJB WHY?” It turns out that the bold blue sign is a
remnant of a well-known promotional campaign, first created in 1910 by Mannie Brandenstein for his family’s San
Francisco coﬀee import business. MJB was one of several early coﬀee importers that sprang up in San Francisco after
the gold rush. The shed structure on which the advertisement was found, that abuts Hatch Lane, was likely used for
storage for the Lorton-Morken grocery store that fronted along Highland Avenue; the large parcel that has just been
cleared was undeveloped until the 1920s, so painted signs like these would have been visible for a number of years. #
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Hillsborough: Dinos to Denizens
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Thursday, October 27, 2016 7 p.m.

Dinosaurs in Hillsborough? Join us for our next quarterly
meeting when local resident and former teacher Sally Meakin
will present images of nature’s landscaping in Burlingame and
Hillsborough from 100 million years ago to 150 years ago. #
This is an entertaining presentation you won’t want to miss! In
the Lane Room of the Burlingame Library beginning at 7 p.m.

Thanks to:
John Root and an anonymous couple who noticed what
could have been a disastrous fire at the station, early July 30th,
and called it in; the Burlingame Glass Company for a
d o n a t i o n o f f r o s te d g l a s s t h a t a r c h i v e v o l u n te e r L e e
Livingston used to construct a light box to view our negatives;
ThermoFisher Scientific at the request of Society member
James Wald.

!

In Memoriam:
Robert A. Cissna, Jr.
Mary Faber -beloved longtime
Board member#
Alma Massolo – Millbrae
Historical Society#
Ruth Steiner#

Welcome New
Members!
Kimberly Brooks
Rosales - Individual#
Marie R. WeaverIndividual#

ANSON BURLINGAME
MAKES A SPECIAL APPEARANCE AT THE TRAIN
STATION! Our own Anson (aka Russ Cohen) made a special
appearance in late September, to talk to McKinley 3rd graders
and sign autographs during their Passport Walking Tours!
(William H. Howard, continued from page 1:)!
Howard donated land at the northern edge of his property for an attractive Burlingame train station that was
built to welcome guests to the club who arrived by train. The station was designed by his half-brother, George.#
#
Three years later, after the Burlingame Country Club was formed, Howard would make Burlingame’s first
subdivision (in 1896). He called it “the Town of Burlingame” and it included small lots between Burlingame
Avenue on the north and Peninsula on the south and between El Camino Real on the west and Dwight Road on
the east. However, any sales from these lots apparently did not occur fast enough or were not suﬃcient to ward
oﬀ a foreclosure action on Howard property in San Francisco. In August of 1896, the Hibernia Savings and Loan
Society sued Howard for $150,000. The loan had been in default for 17 months. By 1900, the Howards had
separated: Anna Dwight Whiting Howard moved back to Boston. William H. Howard died on October 20, 1901
of “Bright’s disease” – a term that is no longer in use, but used to refer to various kidney related diseases. The boy
who was born in “Happy Valley” had died alone at the age of 51. When sales in his subdivision of Lyon & Hoag
(the area east of the train tracks and south of Burlingame Avenue) finally took oﬀ after the 1906 earthquake, it
was his widow who would benefit. ( For more info see: https://burlingamefoundingfamilies.wordpress.com)
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Calendar
Quarterly Meeting:
Hillsborough: From
Dinosaurs to Denizens
Thur. Oct. 27

7 p.m

Lane Room,
Burlingame Public Library

!

Burlingame Hillsborough
History Museum
Museum Open:
1st Sun. of each month, 1-4 PM.
Oct 2, Nov 6, Dec 4

Museum Docents Needed!

Please remember us in
your trust or will!
THE BURLINGAME HISTORICAL SOCIETY

President’s Message

Over the past several months, a
number of developments are
underway that the Society has
been documenting.
In
p a r t i c u l a r, t h e 1 9 2 0 s e r a
Consignment Center building
on Highland Avenue is being
replaced by a new, classically-

influenced oﬃce building with underground garage.
Hoover School has been enlarged and beautifully
reno vated; it reopened in August for its first
elementary school class since the 1980s. On Park
Road, concepts are being introduced for the recently
purchased, privately owned parcel containing the
historic USPO structure, possibly in combination
with Parking Lot “E” in order to create a public
space. Parking would be underground. Our Board
members favor concepts that will respect the intent
of the USPO covenant, meant to safeguard the
design integrity of the structure, even when modified
for other uses. In June, CalTrans began its 18-month
safety assessment of the El Camino/Floribunda “no
left turn” modification, southbound into Burlingame.
We are hopeful that this and other nominal changes
will result in a safer intersection for all, and that
highway widening may be avoidable. Finally, the first
major update to the city’s General Plan since 1969 is
occurring as of this writing. Please make the eﬀort to
be informed and get involved in shaping Burlingame’s
future, so that it will remain a special place.#
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Jennifer Pfaff#
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Co-President - Archives
#
#
Jennifer Pfaﬀ #
Co-President - Programs#
#
#
Cathy Foxhoven#
VP - Museum -#
#
Russ Cohen#
VP - Membership -#
#
Rosalie McCloud #
VP Technology and #
#
#
Education -#
#
#
Diane Condon#
#
#
Wirgler#
Treasurer - Cathy Baylock#
Secretary and Newsletter -#
#
#
Joanne Garrison#
Corresponding Secretary - #
#
#
Mary Packard#
Board Member - #
#
#
Jeﬀ DeMartini#
Board Emeritus- Martha May

