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THE RECORD
The Cupola gleams once again!

Next Meeting:

(Quarterly and Annual)
Sunday Afternoon,
February 26th
2:00 p.m. Lane Room
Burlingame Library

“Memories: A Panel
Presentation”
moderated by Russ Cohen

more on page 3

At le#, repairs
and re-painting
begin in January
on the old City
Hall cupola in
Parking Lot J- a
Burlingame
Historical
Society project!

In November
1913, Burlingame Trustees allocated
$24,000 from a voter approved
bond measure for a new city hall to
be constructed on Park Road (next
to today’s Pet Express). Previously
the town had leased space in the
Husing building (now Parking Lot
‘M’ at Hatch Lane) and then in
Weinberg Hall, a wooden structure
which stood on Lorton Avenue
(near today’s Ecco Restaurant) until
!

1953, when it was demolished.
The new, handsome brick city
hall designed by architect Charles
Peter Weeks (no relation to BHS
architect William H. Weeks) was
completed by the summer of 1914.
It housed the fire department, jail
and police station, as well as an
assembly hall, and various City
offices. By the 1940s, however,
another $10,000 would be needed
to construct a reinforced concrete
annex to expand the space. It was
just a matter of time before a
substantially larger city hall would
be desired for the growing city and
its services.
The City acquired various
residential properties in the
vicinity of Primrose and Bellevue
during the 1960s, a period of rapid
(continued on page 2)
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NEW ACQUISITIONS

Thanks to Steve Fabes for letters, wills, 4 photographs, and misc.
ephemera relating to George H. Howard, architect of the Burlingame Train
station and Kohl Mansion and his socialite son, Henry S.P. Howard; Linda
Field for misc. archive supplies; Carol Mink for San Mateo County
ephemera; Joanne Garrison for a BHS Panther program for the 2011
Little Big Game; Rand Richards for photographs showing various
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Burlingame scenes and structures in
the 1990s, taken by his late father,
Burlingame resident, Robert C.
Ledermann; Graeme Whifler (son
of the architect of our current city
hall) for several vintage costumes
and misc. ephemera pertaining to
his actress grandmother, Claire,
including a handmade, scaled
playhouse depicting her bungalow
at 1544 Drake Avenue; Dolores
Harrison for two mayoral plaques
(1977-1978 and 1995-1996), a framed
S.M. County Supervisor’s plaque
(1966), misc. artifacts and
ephemera, including framed
illustrations of the remodeled
Burlingame Public Librar y, all
related to the city and county
g o v e r n m e n t w o r k o f h e r l a te
husband., A.C. “Bud” Harrison, and
to Ken Schiring for a 1947 issue of
the “Burlingame Municipal Report.”

DID YOU KNOW?
The Memories Section of our website (see “Memories” link: http://www.burlingamehistorical.org) is already a
decade old covering nearly 500 topics of discussion related to Burlingame’s history and peoples’ recollections.
There have been literally hundreds of blog contributors from all around our state and nation providing a wealth of
living memories. Many thanks to Society volunteer Alex Veech for managing our very active website.

CUPOLA WORK ( CONT.)
apartment building construction in that area,
to make room for a site big enough for the
current city hall. By the spring of 1970, the
architectural firm Kahl, Howell and Whifler
completed the current sleek, semi-circular
$840k structure, a stark contrast to the classic
1914 building a few blocks away.
Despite pleas from many residents,
including famed Burlingame architect and
Planning Commissioner Ernest L. Norberg, to
repurpose the old structure as oﬃces, the City
decided to tear it down, instead using the
parcel for what would become known as
Parking Lot ‘J.’
A few items were salva ged during
demolition, including the huge “Living in
!

Burlingame is a Special Privilege” mural, painted in
1960, and now displayed in the Reference Room of the
Burlingame Library (as well as on the cover of our
Centennial Book). Also saved were the original City
Hall entrance doors, some light fixtures and other
decorative building elements, and an American flag
from the original council chambers. Several of these
items were donated to our Archives in the last few
years.
On the Park Road site itself, all that remains of the
original Weeks’ structure is the intricate, white cupola
that once adorned the structure’s roof, and two raised
rose beds made of old bricks from the original building.
When our board members saw the continuing decline
of the cupola, they voted in November 2011 to allocate
funds for its repair and painting to prevent further
deterioration.
See also, President’s Message on page 4.
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BURLINGAME MEMORY TEASER #
SUNDAY,
AND TRIVIA BOWL!
FEB. 26TH, 2PM
Many of you know
about the Memories section
of our website:
(burlingamehistorical.org),
an extremely popular forum
for people wanting to share
their recollections, often
reconnecting with old
friends and acquaintances
in the process.
Our annual meeting program this year
will feature a panel of well-known Burlingamers
all of whom know the “ins” and “outs” of
Burlingame from every conceivable aspect.

Sunday, February 26th at 2 p.m.
in the Lane Room of the
Burlingame Main Library is
your chance to share the
Burlingame we know and love.
Come share memories and
observations with our panel: Peter
Cleaveland, John Horgan,
Mike McQueen, Jim Nantell
and Hal Schuette.
#
Please join us for this special
afternoon panel, moderated by Board Vice
President Russ Cohen. It is sure to be lots of fun
for everyone.

In Memoriam
Wilkie “Bill” J. Dessin, Junior
Blanche Duffey

Thanks to:
Thanks to David Crosatto as well
as Jeannie Howard Siegman for
their ver y generous monetar y
donations, the latter of which will be
ear-marked for web-related research
and digital exhibits.

Welcome New Members
It’s
time to
renew your
membership!
See details
below.

Jean Atkinson - Individual
Evelyn Neumayr- Individual
Mary Ann Paulic - Individual
Thanks also to John and Martha Benson for
participating in an oral histor y and filmed
interview by Cathy Foxhoven; Plasti-Print Inc.
for continuing to provide us with high quality, lowcost photo reproductions for our museum exhibits,
and to Bobbi Benson for continuing to water our
potted plants at the Station, this very dry winter!

Membership Renewal Information
Please look on your mailing label for your current membership level. Life members do not owe any dues,
although we always welcome upgrades to life memberships or monetary donations; simply mark the box on
the envelope if you wish to do either. We look forward to your continued involvement in 2012!
Student/Senior - $20
*If you are receiving two newsletters, then the
Individual - $35
members of your household have two different
Sole Proprietor: $100
memberships and/or levels. Life memberships are
Lifetime: $250 one-time payment
only for one individual or corporation. If you are
Corporation: $250 per year
receiving an extra newsletter, please pass it along to a
Benefactor Lifetime (business or individual):
non-member and let them know about us!
$1000 one-time payment
February quarterly meeting is also our Annual Meeting.
The Nominating Committee consisting of Jill and Kent Lauder and Cathy Foxhoven met in November and,
with Board approval, suggests the following proposed slate of officers for 2012-2013: President - Jen Pfaﬀ;
VP Tech/Membership - Diane Condon-Wirgler; VP-Museum Russ Cohen; Treas. - Cathy Baylock; Sec. Gates
Family Nominations will also be taken from the floor. If you are interested in a position on
Rosalie
McCloud.
the Board in the future, please contact Cathy Foxhoven: 340-9960.

!
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Burlingame Historical Society
P.O. Box 144
Burlingame, Ca 94011
www.burlingamehistorical.org
650-340-9960
Address Service Requested - Time Dated Material

Calendar
Annual Meeting:
Memories: A Panel Presentation
SUNDAY, Feb 26th, 2pm
Moderated by Russ Cohen, 2:00 p.m. in
the Lane Room of the main library.
Museum Open:
1st Sun. of each month, 1-4 p.m.
February 5, March 4, April 1, May 6
Docents Needed! No experience
required. Please call 340-9960 to
volunteer.
Remember our book in your gift
lists! Every purchase helps finance us!

Please remember
us in your wi'!
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President’s Message
It has been a very
productive 2011.
Our busy archive
volunteers had a
major milestone,
having scanned and
catalogued close to
600 items. We are
indebted to all our
volunteers, many who contribute
hundreds of hours of work each year.
Scores of people visited our
museum, many of them young
children with their parents, teachers
and troop leaders. In 2011, we hosted
a record number of attendees at
history talks co-sponsored by the
Library Foundation - these will
continue in the fall of 2012.
This year promises to be no less
active. Notably, Burlingame’s
character-defining El Camino Real
Trees are being considered for listing
on the National Register of Historic
Places, a project that has involved

extensive research on our part for
nearly two years. The completed work
is likely the most comprehensive
history of the Tree Rows to date, and
illustrates the Grove’s significance to
the early development and promotion
of Burlingame and Hillsborough.
Additionally, in late fall 2011 the
Society undertook the funding for the
cleaning and repainting of the old city
hall cupola (1914) that resides in
parking lot ‘J.’ Please keep this in
mind as you complete your dues
envelopes this year -- we certainly
appreciate any and all donations to
our general fund, as these permit us to
undertake major projects that are
important to the promotion of our
local history.
Just make note of your donation on
the flap of your envelope and return it
to us. Best wishes to all our members
for 2012!
-Jennifer Pfaff

Current Officers 2012:
President - Jennifer Pfaﬀ
VP - Museum
Russ Cohen
VP - Technology &
MembershipDiane Condon-Wirgler
Treasurer - Cathy Baylock
Secretary - Rosalie McCloud
Living Histories Cathy Foxhoven
Corresponding Secretary Mary Packard
Newsletter Joanne Garrison

