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THE RECORD 
More Donuts . . . 

     In our last newsletter we told 
you about the history of the Royal 
Donut building (1911), and how its 
predecessor building, a primitive, 
wild-west-type structure owned by 
F.D. Lorton, was removed from 
Burlingame Square by court order 
in 1910 after the courts declared 
the Square to be public property.
     We always wondered what 
became of the original building,  
having seen  a March 1911 
Burlingame Advance newspaper 
article which noted that:
"W.H. Hanscom has let a contract 
for the moving of the building on 
the Square [previously occupied by 
F.D Lorton and Wells Fargo 
Express] to his lot on Burlingame 
Avenue and workmen are now 

getting the building ready for the 
trip."
      Well, thanks to a newly 
acquired photo donated by Judy 
Segel Romero of Del Mar, we've 
found the structure, being rolled 
to its new location in 1911.  
Although it is somewhat difficult 
to see in the duplication of our 
new photo above, the building is 
on rollers and is being wheeled 
through the intersection we now 
know as Lorton and Burlingame 
Avenues.  Note the tall 3-story 
“skyscraper” building (original 
Masonic Hall) to the right of the 
building being moved and the 
already-impressive size of the 
Francard Grove eucalyptus trees in 
the background.  
     See also page 2, Did You Know?

Next Meeting:
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“Donut Shop” predecessor being moved west on Burlingame Ave.

   Photo by E. Demiddeler 1911
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NEW  ACQUISITIONS

   DID  YOU  KNOW?   

house; to Sue Ful ler for misc. ephemera f rom 
Washington School. 1943-44; Paul J. Constantino for 
ephemera celebrating the life of his mother, Claire 
Constantino; to John Funghi for 3 1940s era metal 
Safeway signs; to Amiel Azzaria for an image of Rim 
Rider Skate Park located on Airport Blvd. c. 1977; to Rob 
Delantoni and the Peninsula Tennis Club for two 
disks containing digital images of vintage PTC photos; 
David Schonbrun of TRANSDEF for a DVD of High 
Speed Rail news clippings and MP3 video feed, May 2010 
in front of BHS; Philip Sheldon for a copy of 
Neighborhood News Pictorial Section featuring the Police 
Dept. of Burlingame, 1932, and for a sheet of portrait 
photos of the BPD in 1949; Judy Segel Romero for 
several copies of vintage photos related to the Dessin 
family and Wilkinson’s and Watter’s California Grocery & 
Hardware Store, c.1908-1914; and to Russ Cohen for a 
photo of the Burlingame Public Library in the snow, 1962 
(shown at left).                 Do you have something for us?

     The “moving business” used to refer to 
much more than home furnishings -- it used 
to include moving the home itself.  Around 
the turn of the last century when both 
skilled labor and raw materials were scarce, 
buildings were not destroyed when their lots 
were needed for a different purpose.  
Instead, the buildings were jacked up and 

placed on rollers and transported to a new locale.  
     The photo on page 1 shows the predecessor of “Royal 
Donut” building being rolled down Burlingame Avenue.  
The photo at left shows one of the Burlingame Country 
Club cottages being wheeled to a new location.
     Numerous other Burlingame homes and structures were 
also rolled to new locations, including the original 
Methodist Church building which was relocated from 
Burlingame Avenue and Primrose to Howard and El 
Camino Real; the Gates home which was pushed north 
from Burlingame Avenue to its current location on 
Donnelly; and the Offield and Murphy homes relocated 
around 1915 from Burlingame Avenue to their current 
locations on Douglas  Avenue.
    These early recycling efforts remain the best examples 
of “green” building practices - using what you already have!

Burlingame  Avenue showing glimpse of 
Murphy, Offield and Gates homes at left

Thanks to Lee Livingston for misc. real estate 
flyers; to Phil Gouailhardou for color photo of his 
home on Easton Dr; to Rosalie McCloud for color 
photos of Paint Burlingame at the station, 2010, 
Mary Packard for 3 color photos of Easton Dr. 

Library dusted with snow in 1962

Burlingame Country Club Cottage being 
rolled to new location
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A  LEAFY  LEGACY           6:30 pm,  THURSDAY, FEB. 10

Membership Renewal Information -- Changes described below.
Please look on your mailing label on this newsletter for your current membership level.  A new dues schedule 
(below) was approved at the November general meeting.  Current Life members do not owe any dues, 
although we always welcome upgrades or monetary donations; simply mark the box on the envelope if you wish to 
do either.  We no longer offer family memberships.  If you have had a “Family” membership, please indicate 
another membership type (one per individual) on the return envelope.  
We look forward to having you join us for 2011!
Student/Senior - $20/yr.
Individual - $35/yr.
Lifetime:  $250/yr. 
  (one-time payment)
Benefactor Lifetime (business or individual):  
   $1000 (one-time payment)  

Our next quarterly meeting will feature 
Danica Hodge, a recent graduate 
of the museum studies program 
at SFSU.  Struck by the leafy 
beauty of Burlingame when she 
moved here 7 years ago, Danica 
has worked with our organization 
during the last year to create a 
virtual exhibit on Burlingame’s 
trees which will soon be linked to 
our website. 

On Thursday, February 10 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Lane Room of the library 
(please note different day and time) Danica 
will present “A Leafy Legacy:  History of 
Burlingame’s Trees,” as outlined in 
www.burlingametrees.org.  Burlingame, often 

called “City of Trees,” has been known for its 
towering greenery.  For more 
than a century, Burlingame’s 
trees have been a source of civic 
pride -- and conflict.  Over the 
decades, as the population 
swelled and brought with it all 
the accoutrements of modern 
society, the trees bore witness to 
society’s changes -- and at times 
faced the axe as a result of them.  
The dueling themes of progress 

versus preservation remain today, as current 
events continue to raise the specter of a changed 
landscape for Burlingame. Come and hear Danica, 
who currently serves as the Associate Editor, 
Publications, Fine Arts Museums of SF.

Gates Family

It’s 
time to 

renew your 
membership!  

  See details 
below.

Thank you to Barker Blue
for their generosity in printing our stationery!

NOTE: If you are receiving two  newsletters 
this mailing, then members of your household have 
different  memberships and/or levels.  Life 
memberships are only for one individual or 
corporation.  Please pass the extra copy along to a 
non-member and let them know about us!

February quarterly meeting is also our annual meeting.  The Nominating Committee consisting of Cathy 
Foxhoven, Jo-Ellen Ellis and Kiki Arnaudo met and with the Board’s approval suggest the following proposed 
slate of executive officers for 2011-2012: President - Jen Pfaff; VP Museum - Russ Cohen; VP Tech/
Membership - Diane Condon-Wirgler; Treasurer - Cathy Baylock; Secretary - Rosalie McCloud. Nominations 
will also be taken from the floor.  If you are interested in a position on the board in the future please contact 

In Memoriam:
Susan Condon
Ruth Jacobs
Art Preston

Welcome  New Members:
Lenore A. Kremen  - Individual
Wallace Mersereau - Individual

Many thanks to the following people for donations made 
in memory of Ruth Jacobs... 
Constance M. Quirk and Russ Cohen; Dan and Carolyn 
Andersen; Pat Giorni; Karlyn M. Schneider; Mildred and 
Robert Wells; Louise and Carole Winslow; Joanne Peters; 
Vicki Jacobs; Sarah and Michael Brewer 

Business:
Sole Proprietor:  $100/yr.
Corporation:  $250/yr.

http://www.burlingametrees.org
http://www.burlingametrees.org


Calendar

Quarterly Meeting:  

A Leafy Legacy:  

THURSDAY Feb. 10, 6:30 p.m.

Presented by Danica Hodge, in the Lane 
Room of the main library.

Museum Open: 

1st Sun. of each month, 1-4 p.m.   
February 6, March 6,  April 3,  May 1

Docents Needed!  No experience 
required.  Please call 340-9960 to 
volunteer.   

Remember our book in your gift 
lists! Every purchase helps finance us!  

President’s Message 
As we begin 
2011, I’d like to 
let you know 
about some of 
our important 
work behind the 
scenes. Last 
year, with help 

of a Community Grant from the 
City of Burlingame, the Historical 
Society invested in Past Perfect, 
an Archive and Museum computer-
cataloguing program currently in 
widespread use in museums and 
research institutions around the 
nation. Many of you may not be 
aware that our Archive is home to 
thousands of one-of-a-kind photos 
and other artifacts that ideally 
should be digitally copied and 
cataloged for their protection and 

our peace of mind. Danica Hodge 
(a recent graduate of the Museum 
Studies Program at SFSU who will 
be the featured speaker for our 
Annual Meeting on February 10th) 

devoted many hours to testing the 
archiving program for us before its 
purchase. Going forward, we have 
three dedicated volunteers, Ron 
Bulatoff, Anita Fernandes, and 
Linda Field -- all well-versed in 
library science -- who have been 
making great progress on this 
ambitious project. This will be our 
most important undertaking in 
many years and will make research 
projects easier to undertake; we are 
grateful to have the right team in 
place to tackle it, artifact by 
artifact.
Jennifer Pfaff

Burlingame Historical Society
P.O. Box 144
Burlingame, Ca 94011

www.burlingamehistorical.org
650-340-9960
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Current Officers 2010:
President - Jennifer Pfaff 
VP - Technology & 
Membership                     
         Diane Condon-Wirgler
VP - Museum 
         Russ Cohen
Treasurer - Cathy  Baylock
Secretary - Rosalie McCloud
Living Histories -
          Cathy Foxhoven
Special Projects - 
          Bobbi Benson
Corresponding Secretary - 
          Mary Packard
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Please remember 
us in your wi"!

http://www.burlingamehistorical.org
http://www.burlingamehistorical.org

