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THE RECORD

The 1920s: Burlingame’s Golden Age

The population tripled, a new high school was
built and some of the most handsome
commercial buildings in town, including the
Peninsula Theatre, the Montgomer y Ward
building (that now houses The Loft), and
several of the attractive buildings on Primrose
(one of which now houses the US Post Oﬃce)
were all built in the 1920s. The community was
thriving — new clubs ( Rotary and Lions Club)
and churches (First Presbyterian and Our Lady
of Angels) were formed. Burlingame pride was
everywhere, as evidenced by the poems written
by Wheaton Hale Brewer, the son of the first
rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church (see box ).
The Chamber of Commerce encouraged the migration of San Franciscans to
Burlingame with slogans such as “Country Comforts, City Services” and “You
Are a Stranger Here But Once.” Some of the state’s first zoning laws were
enacted to prevent Burlingame’s signature eucalyptus grove on El Camino Real
from being replaced by businesses. (During the battle to save the trees, the El
Camino was nicknamed “Burlingame’s Avenue Into Paradise”). And during this
age of can-do optimism, for a brief period of time — less than two years — a
spectacular and fearless undertaking occurred at Burlingame’s Coyote Point
with the creation of a bayside amusement park dubbed “Pacific City.” In a
wink of an eye, it was all over; but those who experienced the excitement of
Pacific City never forgot it. (See more on pp 2-3).

Walking Tours
Sunday
August 2
see page 3

BURLINGAME!
by Wheaton Hale Brewer

!

Stillness, and the cool of dew; "
Dawn-freshness over dahlia plots;"
Roosters laughing as they see, "
Commuters run cross-lots."

!

Hills lovelier than Gilead,"
All modest, fringed with trees"
With scarves of fog about their
crests,"
The Georgette of the breeze."

!

Whimsey smoke that steals aloft"
On highways of thin air,"
For Burlingame, as all men know, "
Has good roads everywhere."

!

Oh Burlingame, home of my home,"
Your eucalyptus trees, like men,"
March up the county road,"
And then march home again."
!
!
!
From “Burlingame Ballads”!
Published by "
Burlingame Publishing Co. 1920"
!
!
!
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NEW ACQUISITIONS . . . with thanks to:
Judie and Margaret Stone, cousins of
(now deceased) Judge Rockwell Stone, for
memorabilia related to his life in Burlingame
f rom the earl y 1900s through the 1950s,
including photos of Howard Avenue and Pacific
City; Jerry Murphy, for a card from 1955 sent
f r o m Ru t h L i l i e n t h a l , a w e l l - k n o w n
Hillsborough resident of that era and other
paraphernalia belonging to Jerry’s father; Paul
Constantino for misc. clippings related to
former and current Burlingame and
Hillsborough residents and events; Cathy
Baylock for misc. memorabilia related to
Burlingame life in 2015.

Howard Avenue looking east to Pacific City gateway
“Thrilled” hardly seems like a big enough adjective to
describe our emotions when we received the recent
donation of photos and memorabilia from the Stone
sisters (see above). We immediately set to work
creating a new exhibit of their collection, “The
Rise and Fall of Pacific City,” now on view at the
museum. The Stone family lived on the southeast
corner of Howard and Victoria. Notable — and of
particular interest to our research work — are
photographic images depicting a very rural, undeveloped
eastern end of Lyon and Hoag, that ended at “H” street
(now Humboldt). Several photos show Burlingame Police
Judge and short-term mayor Rockwell Stone, Jr. as a
young boy playing in the muddy streets that would later
become the Bayshore freeway. Prior to the Stone sisters’
donation, we had very few photographs of the early days
in this area. Thanks again to Judie and Margaret! Please
stop by and see the exhibit. Do you have treasures of the
past that you could donate or share?

“C’mon, baby cry! Mom’ll buy you a bowie, a loaf
of bread, a pound of meat, and all the mustard you
can eat! C’mon, baby cry!"
Long-time Burlingame residents Jo Ellen Arnaudo Ellis
and Kiki Arnaudo recall their father calling out these
words as he mimicked the voice of the hot dog vendor at
Pacific City. Jo Ellen and Kiki’s parents were one of many
couples who danced on the big dance floor at the park.
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HISTORIC WALKING TOURS 1pm
On Sunday afternoon, August 2, at 1pm, we will once again
conduct our popular summer walking tours, in conjunction with
San Mateo County History Museum’s Victorian Days. This
year, you can choose between one of two tours: 1) Meet at
Burlingame Avenue train station for a tour of Burlingame Avenue,
or 2) For a Broadway tour, meet at Wells Fargo building (1145
Broadway) to explore the growth of the Town of Easton,
addressing why Burlingame has two main business districts, an
arch, and other interesting tidbits! FREE! Duration
approximately 1 hour. No reservations required—just show up at
1pm at the chosen tour location (indicated above). Come in
costume, if you’d like!. !
In Memoriam:
Alison Miriam (Wood) McCown
David Crosatto !
Margaret Stone!

Update on $40 for 40
So far our anniversary fundraising
campaign has raised more than
$3,000. Thanks to our loyal
membership, other community
members and businesses who have
generously contributed.

Welcome New Members:
Life: Ashley Canty!
Individual: Cheryl Fama and Scott Poole-Krieger!

Thank you to James F. Wald, as well as
Thomas Carey for donating generously to
our $40 for 40 campaign, and Mar y
Packard for her thoughtful, generous
donation in memory of David Crosatto.
Special thanks to Jim Briggs, Michael
Gaul and Gary Doss for help related to a
project on the old fire dispatch console in
the museum. Additionally, the Board is
grateful for the Community Grant funding
from the City of Burlingame to help
defray the cost of a negative film scanner
and corresponding software.

THE STUDIO SHOP TURNS 100!
Originally located above the Miller Drug store
(now The Luggage Center) in 1914, and then in a
variety of temporary locations, by 1931, Dorothy
and Ralph Crawford's well-known photography
and framing business was housed in the custom
designed, handsome tudor structure at 311-315
Primrose (now Halo salon) and continued there
for several decades. Successful local developers G.
W. Williams Co. originally occupied the second
floor. Credited with being the longest
continuously run business in Burlingame, The
Studio Shop is still located on Primrose, albeit the
other end, at 244 Primrose Road where the
proprietors continue the legacy of the Crawfords.

I went a field when Burlingame"
Wore spring’s new scarf of green and
gold"
And poppy meadows were a-flame"
With beauty that cannot grow old."
The lion-hided summer hills"
Crouch silent by the laughing bay"
A silence that the trade wind fills"
As the blue waters steal away.

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

The poppy fires of spring, I knew,"
Were wonderful. But oh, to me"
The fawn hills by the bay’s still blue"
Are more than Spring could ever be"

!

(By W. H. Brewer, originally
published by the Burlingame
Publishing Company, 1920.)

!

!
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Calendar	

Walking Tours:
Burlingame Ave OR
Broadway	

Sunday, Aug 2, 2015

1 p.m.	


Meet at either Burlingame Ave. train
station, or the Broadway Wells
Fargo parking lot, both at 1p.m.
(Museum will open 1-4pm, too).
Burlingame Hillsborough
History Museum 	

Museum Open: 	

1st Sun. of each month, 1-4 PM.
Aug. 2, Sept. 6, Oct. 4	


Museum Docents Needed!

Please remember us in
your trust or will!
THE BURLINGAME HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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President’s Message
At the Burlingame
Historical Society, we
frequently hear our
matriarch and
founder, Martha May,
say “History is now.”
Admittedly, it was not
until recently that
these simple words
took on meaning for
me. As a frequent docent and guide in our
history museum and walking tours, we see
new faces all the time. Many are newcomers
to Burlingame— usually young and
exploring the museum for the first time.
The newcomers have no direct knowledge
that we used to have several theaters in our
city, for example, or that the library didn’t
always look the way it does now. They don’t
know what we mean when referring to “old”
city hall, and few realize that “Tom” was
actually a eucalyptus tree. Universally,
however, they all care and are interested.

With the passage of time, and ever more
transient nature of the SF Peninsula, those
who actually lived through certain events or
recall various structures long gone are either
no longer with us, or didn’t live here long
enough to learn about them.!
That makes our mission of education
even more critical. Even items as
inconsequential as today’s restaurant menus
are fodder for tomorrow’s collection, so
Think Before You Toss into the recycling
bin. History IS now! !
In the spirit of the Stone sisters and their
donation, please use our 40th anniversary
year as an opportunity to sort through your
photos and make donations that enrich our
collection. If you haven’t had a chance to
make a donation — of money, time or
materials — please consider doing so now.!

!
!

!

!

-Jennifer Pfaff!

Current Officers 2014:
Co-President - Jennifer
!
!
Pfaﬀ !
Co-President - Cathy !
!
!
Foxhoven!
VP - Museum !
Russ Cohen!
VP - Membership and!
Education!
Diane Condon-!
Wirgler
Treasurer - Cathy Baylock!
Secretary - Rosalie!
McCloud!
Corresponding Secretary !
Mary Packard!
Newsletter -!
Joanne Garrison

