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THE RECORD 
Next Quarterly Meeting:

Summer Open House
Sunday August 5, 2012

1-4 p.m at the Museum
Burlingame Train Station

“BURLINGAME:  
THE UNUSUAL”
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Passports to History 

    Each Spring inquisitive third graders can be seen following Tour 
Guide Diane Condon-Wirgler through the streets of Burlingame on a 
treasure hunt of sorts.  Before they leave their school parking lots, the 
students are issued official blue passports.  Then they are off on a 
walking tour to explore and discover Burlingame.  
    Inside each Passport to History is a map which identifies Burlingame 
points of interest, such as the First Library, the Train Station Palm Tree, 
the Gunst Gates.  After finding the location, Teacher Diane regales the 
students with stories and then follows up with a quiz that is printed in 
the passport.  When the students correctly answer the questions, they 
receive a stamp in their passports for visiting the site. Many students 
come prepared with knowledge of their own, thanks to research papers 
that the children have been assigned in advance.  Diane’s tours are the 
fun culmination of the third grade local history curriculum.   
$ Like all travelers, students are changed by their experience and 
gain a new appreciation for their hometown.  Thank you, Diane, for 
creating and sustaining this important part of our educational 
programs.  And, thanks also to the Burlingame Lions Club who 
underwrote the cost of the passports.  Ask a local third-grader where 
our first library building is located.  He’ll know!  
(Answer:  When the existing library was built in the late 20s, the first library was 
moved to Washington Park and is now the home of the Lions Club.) 
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New Acquisitions 
Many thanks to Paul Constantino for a West Point graduation announcement (incl. biographical information 
and photos) of his daughter, Cadet Captain Elizabeth Anne Constantino, Class of 2012; to Russ Cohen for 
several digital images of vintage bell and wreath lamppost holiday decorations, stored for decades in the Masonic 
Temple basement (Bank of the West) and recently donated to the San Bruno Chamber of Commerce; to Joe 
Baylock for a digital postcard image of early Burlingame Avenue taken from El Camino Real (circa 1915); to Ed 
Eisenman for a Crary and Stern family tree chart, and to the John Benson Family for a promotional comb 
that reads:  “John Benson, [Lions’] Dist. Gov., 4-C4, 1982-83” and a memorial program, June 28th, 2012.

Don’t Miss Our Exhibit at Union Bank on Howard and Primrose!

The Historical Society 
created an exhibit for the 
new Union Bank, 
located at 1410 Howard 
Avenue in the new 
Safeway development.  
The window exhibit 
features the development 
of Howard Avenue 
through the years.  
Inside the bank, 
additional photographs 
show several vintage 
scenes of downtown 
Burlingame from the 
teens through the early 
1920s. 

Did you know?
The United States Post Office property at 220 Park Road 
will likely be available for purchase this year; the price has 
not yet been determined.  Like many other federal 
structures slated for sale, the 1941 building has been 
determined to be “eligible for listing” on the State and 
National Historic Registers.  It is an example of the 
regional trends in architecture often found in post office 
buildings after 1939, when federal buildings were no 
longer required to be designed by federal employees but 
were, instead, the result of design competitions by private 
architects.  In this case, Burlingame’s then popular 
Spanish eclectic style is reflected in the stucco cladding 
and clay roof.  The building’s exterior incorporates Art 

Deco inspired reliefs, as do the interior fixtures and details. Built under the direction of the Federal Works 
Administration, Louis A. Simon was the supervising architect, while Ulysses Floyd Rible over saw the building’s 
design.  The historic significance of the building will be assessed more thoroughly in the future, but regardless 
of the outcome of this study, once the property becomes privately owned, the City of Burlingame will 
determine its fate.

Our new exhibit at the Union Bank on Howard features this photo of Hal’s restaurant, 
formerly located across #om the United Methodist Church on Howard Avenue. 
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“BURLINGAME:  THE UNUSUAL”                                   SUNDAY,  AUG. 5,  1-4 P.M.
We will be featuring 

some very interesting, (dare 
we say, occasionally quirky!) 
artifacts from our archives, 
for one day only, in the 
ticket office of the 
Burlingame Station at our 
Summer Quarterly Open 
House on Sunday, August 
5th.  This display will be 
ongoing throughout our 
regular museum hours so 
please stop by anytime 
between 1-4 p.m. 

We have some very unusual things that 
we have collected over the years and 
this is your time to see them.  In fact, if 
you have something you’d like to share 
with us, please be sure to bring it along!
$ The photo at left is the 
distinguished architect of our train 
station and Kohl Mansion, George H. 
Howard.  Why the Spanish knight 
outfit?  Who knows -- perhaps you can 
enlighten us.
" Join us for a fun summer 
" afternoon at the museum!                                                       

Gates Family

SAVE THE DATE:

Ellen Florio - Individual
Nancy Miller - Individual  

Hoover Elementary School

Many thanks to our anonymous donors for the very generous donation in memory of Doris  
Stirm.  Special thank you to Don Doyle for donating his expert carpentry skills in the Archives, 
to Cathy Foxhoven, Bobbi and Marci Benson for their never-ending work completing our 
oral histories, to Anita Fernandes, Donna Lema-Cerna, Linda Field, Linda Easton and 
Ron Bulatoff for their invaluable work in the Archives, Alex Veech for the arduous task of 
managing the website, in particular the Memories page, and Danica Hodge, who has worked 
tirelessly on creating a new and improved website for our organization.

Sunday, September 30, 2012
Paint Burlingame returns

 Painting all day:    9-3 p.m.
Judging at 4 p.m. 
 inside (former) Malouf ’s store
 1426  Burlingame Avenue

In Memoriam"   "   " "                                 Welcome New Members!                                  
John Bernard Benson
Ruth Hesselgren
Gwen Mallory
Doris Stirm



President’s Message 
Summer 
for our 
Society 
started 
off with 
our June 
10th 
Quarterly 
program 
-- a 

fascinating glimpse of decades of 
Burlingame’s grocery 
establishments.  Mark Lucchesi, 
Don Stanaway and so many of 
our members and guests chimed 
in with trivia about how the 
grocery business has evolved.  
This topic is always intriguing, 

regardless of era.  Thank you, 
Mark and Don, for such an 
entertaining afternoon.
     It is because of decades of 
donors, who have squirreled 
away photos and various 
artifacts, that we can offer such 
interesting and varied Quarterly 
programs, and conduct such 
interesting research.  Some of the 
more unusual items we’ve 
acquired will be on view, for one 
day only, at our Open House 
event in the Museum on August 
5th (see page 3 for details).  we 
hope to see many of you there!            
                  -Jennifer Pfaff

Calendar
Quarterly Meeting:  

Burlingame:  The Unusual 

SUN. August 5th 1-4 p.m. 

At the Train Station.

Paint Burlingame:

Sunday, Sept. 30  9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Judging at 4 at 1426 Burl. Ave (old Maloufs)

Museum Open: 

1st Sun. of each month, 1-4 p.m.    
Aug. 5,  Sept.  2,   Oct. 7,   Nov. 4,  
Docents Needed!  No experience 
required.  Please call 340-9960 to 
volunteer.

Remember our book in your gift 
lists! Every purchase helps finance us!  

Burlingame Historical Society
P.O. Box 144
Burlingame, CA 94011

www.burlingamehistorical.org
650-340-9960
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San Mateo, CA

Current Officers 2011:
President - Jennifer Pfaff 
VP - Technology & 
Membership                     
         Diane Condon-Wirgler
VP - Museum 
         Russ Cohen
Treasurer - Cathy Baylock
Secretary - Rosalie McCloud
Living Histories -
          Cathy Foxhoven
Corresponding Secretary - 
          Mary Packard
Newsletter - 
          Joanne Garrison
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Please remember 
us in your wi%!

http://www.burlingamehistorical.org
http://www.burlingamehistorical.org

