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The Hanchett Dredge

The Hanchett Dredge, written by Martha Rosman May 
! “What do you know about the dredge?” is the question that kept 
coming up again and again in memories of the eye-catching landmark on 
the mudflats of Burlingame.  It was seen from the old Bayshore Highway, 
on the way to San Francisco, for about 20 years.  The approximate 
location was near today’s east end of Burlway Road (not far from 
Benihana Restaurant).
! It was Burlingame resident Floyd Hanchett’s dream to build a 
marina on the City’s bay front.  He had the acreage; at one time it was 
said that he owned more Burlingame tidelands than anyone.  For a 
marina, he needed a dredge, so he began building one in the late 1930s.  It 
was 80 feet long, fitted with a 150-horsepower diesel motor and had two 
full apartments on the second deck.  
! Floyd Hanchett never finished the dredge; his health and 
circumstances prevented him from reaching his goal.  His clamshell 
dredge was eventually sold to the owner of the Holland Boat Works in the 
mid 1950s.  In 1959 it was sold to the Palo Alto Boat Works and towed 
down to Cooley’s Landing in East Palo Alto where it burned in 2008. 
!  About a year ago, Hanchett’s grandson in Washington State wrote 
us with more questions and information about his grandfather.   No photo 
of the dredge could be found except for a distant aerial view.  But recently 
our research received a jump start with the donation . . . continued page 2  



THE BURLINGAME HISTORICAL SOCIETY                                SUMMER 2011, ISSUE #127

! PAGE 2

Hanchett Dredge, continued from page 1 . . . of a handsome, framed watercolor of Mr. Hanchett’s dredge 
painted by  John Parlett, at one time a mechanical drawing teacher at San Mateo High School.  The artist was 
known for his paintings of local scenes and the donor confirmed what we had hoped:  The painting depicted 
Mr. Hanchett’s dredge, and closely  matched the photographs of the vessel at East  Palo Alto’s Cooley 
Landing.  Prior to his dream of building a marina, the industrious, entrepreneurial Hanchett ran the Pacific 
Auto Stages, Inc. up and down the Peninsula until selling that  business in 1929.  The various transportation 
companies eventually merged into Pacific Greyhound Lines. 

New Acquisitions

Thanks to Joanne Garrison for four books, “Through 
These Arches: 50 Years at Crystal” by Wells. E. Wadleigh, 
2002, “Captive of the Labyrinth, Sarah L. Winchester, 
Heiress to the Rifle Fortune” by Mary  Jo Ignoffo, 2010, 
autographed by author, two copies of “The Road Through 
the Wall” a thinly-disguised not-too-flattering look at 
Burlingame by former resident Shirley  Jackson, 1939, and 
two articles “Bandit Threat to the Burl. Mission” edited by 
Warren B. Walsh, 1946, and “Beginnings of the Burlingame 
Mission” by Warren B. Walsh, 1945 (after the conclusion of 
his term as U.S. minister to China, the Chinese government 
appointed Anson Burlingame to represent the Chinese in a 
diplomatic mission to the U.S.A and principal European 
nations); to Gage County (Nebraska) Historical Society 
for an unidentified portrait taken by Ralph and Dorothy 
Crawford’s Studio Shop, c.1920; to Dale and Alison 
McCown, courtesy of Carol Keighran for a framed 
watercolor of a Burlingame dredge, by John Parlett, 1959 
(see photo of watercolor on first page); to Marcia 
Leonhardt for newsletters and other invitations of the 
Burlingame-Hillsborough Newcomers Club, 2000-2009, to 
Lee Livingston for internet  listings of real estate; to Ed 
Eisenman for a matchbox from Il Fornaio, the books “This Was California” by  A. Sheldon Pennoyer, 1938, 
and “Design for Living, Eichler Homes” by  Jerry Ditto and Lanning Stern, 1995, a “Burlingame B” May  29, 
1958, “Historic San Francisco Peninsula,” 1948, “Healthpoint Magazine” Spring 2010 Mills-Peninsula Health 
Services, an undated cartograph of SM Co., large collection of Hillsborough memorabilia, 5 binders of 
Burlingame memorabilia, 3 recent Kern’s catalogs and a newsletter “From the Vault” Spring 2011; to 
Krestine Daphne for six photos related to Pershing School; to Mary Packard for the DVD “It’s a Great 
Life” starring the Duncan Sisters; to Ron Bulatoff for archival storage materials; to Betty W. Schiffner for 
photo of BHS band holiday fundraiser at the Burlingame Garden Center, shortly before its closing, 
mid-2000s; to John Blum for several boxes of vintage movie and camera film from Phyllis de Young Tucker 
collected by her former limousine driver (see photo of movie boxes above); to Linda Field for “Bing 
Crosby, the Hollow Man” by Donald Shepherd; and to Florence Leale for ephemera related to her husband 
Leslie, 1960s inventor and founder of Earmaster, the first all-in-the-ear hearing aid instrument.
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“PENINSULA ROYALTY:   THE MILLS FAMILY”          TUES.  7 P.M.   AUG.23 

At his death in 
1910, the estate of 
Gold Rush  banker 
Darius Ogden Mills 
was estimated at 
over $60 million  -- 
a billionaire by 
today’s standards.

  Although Mills 
moved back to his 
native New York in 
the 1880s, the huge 
Millbrae mansion he 
built in the 1860s 
remained intact until the mid-1950s.                   

For several decades, Mills 
Mansion was only used a few 
weeks each year by D.O. and 
Jane Mills’ children and 
grandchildren as their West 
Coast seasonal vacation home.
! Join us in the Lane Room 
of the main library on 
Tuesday, August 23rd at 7 
p.m. when Joanne Garrison, 
author of our book “Burlingame 
Centennial:  1908-2008,” will 
share the story of this 
fascinating man  -- and the 

family dynasty he built.

Gates Family

Did You Know?

Evie Perkins
Ken Hoffman (aka “Mr. Buddy”)  

Steve Cady - Individual
Kenneth Schiring - Individual
Joyce Walter - Individual 

 In Memoriam:                                                    Welcome  New Members and Upgrades:

Thank you to the following local businesses for donating 
their talent, services and funds to our organization:  Capps 
Glass Co., Don Doyle, customers of Powell’s Sweet 
Shoppe and to the City of Burlingame for the generous 
$900 Community Grant allocated on our behalf in June. 

Hoover Elementary School

Thanks  to the generous couple, who wish to 
remain anonymous, for their donations made in 
memory of Carol Alexander, Kenneth 
Hoffman and Berba Proffitt.  
We greatly appreciate the generous donation 
from Wally Mersereau.

In April of this year, the Ed Roberts Campus, an 
international center for people with disabilities, opened 
above the Ashby BART station in Berkeley.  The campus is 
named after the late Ed Roberts, an advocate for those 
with disabilities.  Ed grew up on Burlingame’s Bloomfield 
Road.  In 1953, Ed’s entire family (fourteen-year-old Ed, his 
three brothers and both his parents) contracted polio, but 
only Ed’s case was severe.  After four years of 
hospitalization, he was unable to move anything but his 
head.  He persevered, however, and continued his 
schooling by phone, graduating from Burlingame High 
School in 1957.  In 1962, he became the first severely 
disabled student to attend the University of California, 
Berkeley, with financial assistance from the Burlingame 
Rotary Club and others to help pay for his iron lung and 
personal attendants.  The new Ed Roberts Campus is 
home to several partner organizations that provide a wide 
range of services, including the Center for Independent 
Living, which Ed helped found.  Caused by a highly-

infectious virus, polio has no cure -- but a 
vaccine developed in the 1950s has virtually 
wiped out the disease in those areas of the 
world, like the USA, where the vaccine is widely 
accessible.    



President’s Message 
The museum is 
becoming a 
popular tour 
destination for 
people of all 
ages. Each year 
in the late 
spring, groups 

of eager 3rd graders clutching little 
blue booklets gallop enthusiastically 
around Burlingame, accompanied 
by their teachers, parent 
chaperones, and a dynamic local 
history buff.  For nearly a decade, 
Burlingame Historical Society Co-
Vice President Diane Condon-
Wirgler has escorted groups of 
public and private school children 
on local history walking tours 
around the city in a program she 

developed to teach the children 
about the place they call home. 
Each child receives a Burlingame 
“passport” for the tour, the printing 
of which is funded by the 
Burlingame Lions Club. The take-
home passport illuminates several 
sites that the children visit during 
their tour. Occasionally other Board 
members appear in character, 
adding another dimension to a field 
trip that is always memorable. Our 
Society’s primary mission is 
educational, and we remain 
committed to making our local 
history available to all, including 
our youngest citizens. Thank you, 
Diane, for all of your work on 
behalf of the children. 
     -Jennifer Pfaff

Calendar
Quarterly Meeting:  

Peninsula Royalty: The Mills 
Family 

TUES August 23rd, 7 p.m.

Presented by Joanne Garrison, 

Lane Room of the main library.

Museum Open: 

1st Sun. of each month, 1-4 p.m.    
Sept 4,  Oct 2,  Nov 6,  Dec 4

Docents Needed!  No experience 
required.  Please call 340-9960 to 
volunteer.

Remember our book in your gift 
lists! Every purchase helps finance us!  

Burlingame Historical Society
P.O. Box 144
Burlingame, Ca 94011

www.burlingamehistorical.org
650-340-9960

Address Service Requested -  Time Dated Material
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San Mateo, CA

Current Officers 2011:
President - Jennifer Pfaff 
VP - Technology & 
Membership                     
         Diane Condon-Wirgler
VP - Museum 
         Russ Cohen
Treasurer - Cathy Baylock
Secretary - Rosalie McCloud
Living Histories -
          Cathy Foxhoven
Corresponding Secretary - 
          Mary Packard
Newsletter - 
          Joanne Garrison
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Please remember 
us in your wi"!
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