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THE RECORD
Anson Burlingame

by Kent Lauder
In 1870, Mark Twain wrote a eulogy on behalf of his friend and mentor, Anson
Burlingame: “It is not easy to comprehend at an instant’s warning the exceeding
magnitude of the loss to which mankind sustains in this death . . . he was a very,
very great man.”
Twain went on to list Burlingame’s successes in his tribute, and however
eﬀusive, they are by all accounts accurate. Burlingame’s legacy has been largely
forgotten now, eclipsed primarily by the overwhelming circumstances and people
of his time, namely, the civil war and Lincoln. But during his own era, he was
greatly respected and admired.
“He was a large, handsome man,” Twain recalled, “with such a face as children
instinctively trust in, and homeless and friendless creatures appeal to without fear.
He was courteous at all times and to all people, and he had the rare and winning
faculty of being always interested in whatever a man had to say - a faculty which he
possessed simply because nothing was trivial to him for which any man or woman
or child had a heart.”
Graduating with honors from Harvard in 1846, he became a Boston lawyer, a
state senator, and from 1855 to 1861, a Massachusetts representative to the House
of Representatives.
In that position, Burlingame accomplished a great many things, but most
prominently, he was an outspoken abolitionist at a time when it was neither very
credible nor safe to hold such a creed.
In 1861, Lincoln chose Burlingame to be envoy to Austria, but Burlingame’s
egalitarian leanings got in the way of the closed European mindset, and Austria
refused to received him. The President, recognizing Burlingame’s abilities,
reassigned him to China, “ . . . to represent the youngest in the court of the oldest
of nations.”
As ambassador, Burlingame was determined to counter the show of arrogance,
dismissiveness, and lack of respect that all the European consuls displayed toward
their Chinese host.
There was an incident once in which an American killed three Chinese citizens.
Usually in such circumstances, the perpetrator would have been given embassy
immunity and received little or no punishment. Burlingame refused to play
favorites. In a wholly unprecedented move, he made sure that there would not
only be a trial, but one in which Chinese citizens would have the right to testify.
The criminal was found guilty, sentenced and hanged.
The Burlingame treaty, as it was so named, was unmatched in fairness and
equanimity, even down to our time. The Chinese had such a high regard for him
that they granted this new envoy full authority to work on China’s behalf with all
the other European nations. In this, as with all his endeavors, he was highly
successful.! !
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NEW ACQUISITIONS

THANKS TO:
Jeannie Howard Siegman for the
Hillsborough Police Commissioner’s badge belonging to her
great-grandfather’s half-brother, George W. Howard (the
architect), circa 1910, designed by Shreve and Co., Joanne
Garrison for a Little Big Game 85th Annual program and for
various Music at Kohl Mansion programs, 1990-2012; to
Linda Field for 4 photocopies of the Three Dancing
Maidens fountain in New York’s Central Park; Russ Cohen
for 2 audio tapes from the Burlingame Homeowners’
Association meetings, 2003, a 1970s era Bank of America
savings passbook, and several snapshots of the Burlingame
Ave. area taken on January 1, 2006; to Rosalie McCloud for
a ceramic plate from ‘ Il Fornaio’ marked “Festa Regionale
2012”; Monique Lombardelli for the DVD “People in
Glass Houses- The Legacy of Joseph Eichler”; Tom Carey
for an assortment of Neighborhood Watch newsletters his
father collected from the 1980s and 1990s; Jeanne Taylor
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Dewey, daughter of Burlingame city electrician “Buzz”
Taylor for children's misc. ephemera including concert
programs from Coolidge School, 1959 and 1964, Kiwanis
Club track meet ribbons, 1963-5, for a collection of early
Burlingame postcards, misc. clippings related to her father,
Buzz Taylor’s work as a city electrician, two large glossy
photos of 1960s Mercury Vapor streetlights being
introduced to Auto Row, various newspaper editions
related to Burlingame’s 50th Anniversary, and the
completion of “new” City Hall in 1970, and Burlingame
City Directories from the years 1924, 1927, 1944, 1952,
1953, 1961 and 1967; Martha May for a large 4-part
folding screen for use in our displays; to Nancy Hutar, for
several color and black and white enlargements, (digital
sources from internet), of Kohl Mansion, First Church of
Christ Scientist, Burlingame Public Library, and the
Russian Orthodox Church; to Ed Eisenman for numerous
items, including news articles related to Burlingame and
Hillsborough police department cases, 1946 and 1953
copies of photos taken of the Old American Trust Co. bank
at 1100 Burlingame Ave. where Ed’s grandfather was a
manager; a circa 2003 list of apartment buildings and their
owners, 5 binders of Burlingame real estate ads, various
newspaper articles, ads and obituaries related to
Burlingame and Hillsborough residents, a March 1937
edition of the Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Co. phone
book for SM County, 2 “Healthpoint” magazines with
photos and articles about the new Mills Peninsula Hospital
on Trousdale Ave; and an undated vintage sheet of photos
showing Burlingame Chamber of Commerce, old City Hall
on Park Rd; early Pershing and Roosevelt School images,
all belonging to Ed’s grandmother Alice Crary Stern; to
Ron Bulatoff for an electric pencil sharpener for the
Archives; Elisa Norton-Diez for a 1969 photo (digital
copy) of the Fox Theatre and an undated photo of Wards
Catalog Store, previously at 1429 Burlingame Ave., Brad
McCulley for an obituary of Myrtle “Cookie” Potter;
Helen Jones for an obituary of Aileen Martinez’ and Lee
Livingston for beginning the project, “Military Combat
Deaths, Burlingame, California” being compiled by Lee.

DID YOU KNOW?
The voices in many of the Charlie Brown specials may
sound familiar to you. Lee Mendelson chose local school
children in Burlingame and Hillsborough to read the parts
of Charlie and his friends. Students at the newly-opened
Franklin Elementary School on Trousdale were thrilled to
learn that one of their classmates, Sally Dryer, was chosen
to be the voice of Violet in the 1965 special, A Charlie
Brown Christmas. Later, Sally was the voice of Lucy in
several other Charlie Brown specials. Other locals who
served as voices were Glenn and Lynda Mendelson, Gai
DeFaria and Anne Altieri.
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50 Years of Network Specials with Lee Mendelson
Local writer,
producer, and
director Lee
Mendelson,
whose animated
and live
network
specials have
won 12 Emmys
and 20 other
Emmy
nominations,

THURS. MAY 23rd 7pm

will review his half century of television
specials at our next quarterly meeting.
Lee’s work has starred the likes of
Gene Kelly, Lucille Ball, Walter Cronkite,
Whoopi Goldberg, Willie Mays, Henry
Fonda, Paul Newman, Charles Schulz, John
Steinbeck, Bing Crosby, Dave Brubeck and
“Snoopy.”
Please join us in the Lane Room for a
great evening with Lee Mendelson!

Thanks to:

Welcome New Members:

Wally Mersereau, Joann and Fred D. Hawley, as
well as Jok and Kirsten Legallet for their very
generous donations; Plasti-Print Inc. (Burlingame)
for their beautiful prints for our exhibits; Herring
and Robinson (Brisbane) for their incredible
bookbinding talents on our behalf; to Barker Blue
for their printing services; to Bill at Associated
Security Alarm; and a special thanks to Dave at
Capps Glass for coming to our rescue when vandals
broke two windows at the station museum this March.

Individuals: Jim Bailey, Ron Bulatoﬀ,
Anita Fernandes, Linda Field, Richard
Florio, Sally Foster, Bob Giorni, Vidal
Graupera, Bonnie Hower, Donna LemaCerna, Mary Murphy, Carroll Schmitz
Life Members:
Laura Hesselgren, Donna L. Petersen

In Memoriam:
Norma Parr

(Anson Burlingame, continued %om pg. 1)
“It was this trait of generosity that moved him in framing treaties, to frame them in the broad sense of
the world, instead of selfishly seeking to acquire advantages for his own country alone and at the expense
of the other party to the treaty, as had always before been the recognized ‘diplomacy.’ ” This sense of
fairness is what set Burlingame, again in Twain’s words: “ . . . head and shoulders above all the Americans of
today . . .”
Burlingame died in 1870, at the age of 50, in St. Petersburg while closing a deal with Tsar Alexander II
for a similar “Burlingame treaty” between Russia and China. For that eﬀort, China posthumously awarded
Burlingame its highest honor, along with a substantial pension for his family.
So what is the connection to the town named after him? Apparently very little. Burlingame had
purchased property here on the advice of William Ralston, perhaps thinking it a pleasant place to retire.
In any event, he left no imprint on the town that bears his name, yet, though his connection may be
tenuous and the attribution accidental, for one who put action to the idealistic hopes of freedom and
equality his young nation espoused, Anson Burlingame set a high standard and left a lasting imprint on the
national and international stage.!
-Kent Lauder (Lauder Plumbing c.1917-2007) is a longtime resident, Historical Society member and volunteer.
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Calendar
Quarterly Meeting
50 Years of Network Specials:
From John Steinbeck to Charlie
Brown presented by Lee Mendelson
THURSDAY May 23rd
7:00 p.m. in the Lane Room of the main
library.
Museum Open:
1st Sun. of each month, 1-4 p.m.
May 5, June 2, July 7, August 4
Docents Needed! No experience
required. Please call 340-9960 to
volunteer.
Remember our book in your gift
lists! Every purchase helps finance us!

Please remember
us in your wi'!
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President’s Message
On April 8th, the
groundbreaking
ceremony for the
Burlingame Avenue
Streetscape took
place. A result of
extensive input from
the community,
including that of the Historical Society,
the end result is expected to highlight the
positive attributes of the historic Avenue,
while adding fresh amenities, like
hanging flower baskets, street furniture
and beautiful trees on widened sidewalks.
It has been nearly 50 years since the
last streetscape renewal took place. In
1967, under pressure to compete with
Hillsdale Mall, a phased plan called the
“Burlingame Avenue Mall” emerged from
the Burlingame Chamber of Commerce.
Featuring covered sidewalks, modernized
uniform building facades, an outdoor

gallery, fountains and a pedestrian-only
core, it envisioned a multi-level parking
structure on Donnelly, topped with tower
apartments.
Outside the merchant community,
there was concern that Burlingame
Avenue would inevitably lose its most
beloved asset--its unique charm.
By the early 1970s economic realities
had hit; old City Hall on Park Road was
torn down for more surface-level parking,
and all that remained of the original mall
plan were minutely widened aggregate
sidewalks, raised trees in bulb-out
planters (planted as such to avoid
obscuring the view of the merchandise),
brick crosswalks and decorative metal
street signs. With the exception of the
aforementioned street signs and brackets,
all of the above will soon be another
chapter in our history.
- Jennifer Pfaff
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