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THE RECORD
Remembering the 40 . . .

Next Quarterly Meeting:
Thursday Evening,
April 28, 2011
7:00 p.m. Lane Room
Burlingame Library

“Before It Was
Hillsborough”
presented by
Sally Meakin
more on page 3
Remembering the 40-line has now become easier, with the gift of 23 beautiful
black and white oversized photos of the streetcar from Walt Vielbaum. The
40-line streetcar operated between San Francisco and San Mateo from 1903
until 1949. Long-time resident Walt Vielbaum and his family own Pacific
Auto Repair, one of the oldest family businesses in Burlingame dating from
1922. Thank you, Walt, for your generous donation.
We also thank the following persons for these additional recent
acquisitions:
Mary Packard for the paperback,
“A Brief Histor y of the Uplands
Mansion,” 400 Uplands Drive in
Hillsborough; Paul Constantino
for a Dail y Ne ws clipping b y
Svanevik and Burgett, “Art Preston
became Burlingame’s candy man;”
B r a d B re w s t e r o f E S A f o r
historical documentation, including
vinta ge photos and engineering
record of Lower Crystal Springs Dam
in SM County, and for a historical
repor t of Hoo ver School, with

!

interior and exterior photos; Russ
Cohen for a Dairy Delivery Co.
milk bottle; City of Burlingame
for photocopies of vinta ge
photographs of former Mayors
McGregor (1912-1913) and Lange
(1911); Bonnie O’Brien (née
B e c ke n h a u e r ) f o r a P. T. A .
Cookbook, “Lincoln Gourmet, ”
1956-’57 from Lincoln Elementary
School, and Linda Field for “The
Garden Cafés All-Time Favorites,”
2002.
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Fulfilling Our Mission in 2010:
Historical Preservation, Research and Community Education
PRESERVATION
-Purchased & began to
implement Past Perfect,
a computerized
cataloging program.
-Cataloged 250 photos
22 objects (including
1907 map at right)
and 32 publications.
-Through ‘Memories’
section of website,
enabled preservation
of almost 1,000
memories.
-Recorded (and
transcribed) 5 oral
histories.

Special Project
“Planted trees on county road.”
From John McLaren’s Day Book
-Tuesday, Feb. 1, 1876

RESEARCH
-Answered over 100
inquiries posed to our
organization.
-Research in conjunction with Hillsborough’s Centennial
and with potential
documentary on
Anson Burlingame.
EDUCATION
-Created two new
museum exhibits.
-Hosted 600 visitors
to museum.
-Published article on
birth of Hillsborough.
-Ten presentations to
community groups.
-Passport tours for 3rd
grade students.
-Guided tours of
museum.
-Four quarterly
meetings and
newsletters.

!

Oral History
“I remember certain sounds associated with
Burlingame . . . and those sounds had to do with
meadowlarks, crickets and train whistles.”
From the oral history of 90-year old David
Crosatto, one of 5 oral histories recorded.

Research
“I discovered that a large band of mounted robbers had taken possession of the town where we had intended to stop for
the night. . . [They] were 500 to 600 strong, were we$ mounted and armed and scouring the country in a$ directions.”
From a letter written by Anson Burlingame’s 16-year-old son describing the cart and mule train trip that the
entourage for the Burlingame mission took from Peking to Shanghai on their way to visit the U.S.A. and
other Treaty Powers. Collected as part of our ongoing research.
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“BEFORE IT WAS HILLSBOROUGH”
Our next quarterly
meeting will feature
Sally Meakin, a
Hillsborough native and
local historian, whose
presentation, “Before It
Was Hillsborough -- A
Brisk Journey to the Past”
will feature many wonderful
photos and stories from
inside the gates of the great
estates of Hillsborough.
(See the 1907 map on
prior page). You won’t
want to miss this
entertaining evening!

THURS. 7 P.M. APRIL 28

El Cerrito - Home of the Howard Family,
First American Purchasers of 6,50o acre
Rancho San Mateo

In Memoriam:
Ed Huff$
$
Frances E. Nolan$
Berba Proffitt$$
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Sally and her husband Jim were
the driving force behind the
successful movement to
reconstruct the Carolands
Gatehouse at Eucalyptus and
Ralston Avenues. The new
gatehouse reopened as a
Hillsborough police substation
approximately one year ago.
Sally’s talk will take place on
Thursday, April 28 at 7:00 p.m.
in the Lane Room of the

library.

Welcome New Members and Upgrades
John Parish
Charles Pearson
Marjorie Taylor

Thanks to the following for donations made in
memory of Ruth Jacobs: Charlene Campos,
Isabel De Souza, Mark Martella. Thanks also
to Michael McQueen for the donation made in
memory of Mildred and George McQueen.

Merle A. Wolfe - Life
David Brew, Carol Karp, Frances Morris and
Jeannie Howard Siegman - Individual

Thank you to the following local businesses for donating
all or part of their services: Don Doyle (carpentry repairs at
the Gunst Carriage House); The Studio Shop (repairing and
reframing several vintage photos); West Coast Electric
(installation of new light fixtures in the Archive and Museum)

Did You Know?
Built in 1930, Burlingame’s
sixth elementary school,
Hoover, shown at right
was designed by William
H. Weeks, the same
architect who designed
McKinley Elementary,
Burlingame High, the
Bank of Burlingame
(where Straits restaurant is
located), the Santa Cruz
Boardwalk and several
Carnegie Libraries. The
school district board
recently voted to reopen
the school. When that
happens, it will, once
again, become
Burlingame’s sixth
Gates Family
elementary school.

!

Hoover Elementary School

After almost 50 years,
Hoover Elementary
School closed in 1978
during a time of
declining population
of school-age children.
A Buddhist
denomination,
Shinnyo-en bought the
school and used it
from 1978-2008.
One of the features of
the school is a large
amphitheater
located on the
property behind the
building. The
amphitheater was
likely built in the 1930s
as a WPA project.
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Calendar
Quarterly Meeting:
Before It was Hillsborough
THUR April 28th
Presented by Sally Meakin, 7:00 p.m. in the
Lane Room of the main library.
Museum Open:
1st Sun. of each month, 1-4 p.m.
April 3, May 1, June 5, July 3
Docents Needed! No experience
required. Please call 340-9960 to
volunteer.
Remember our book in your gift
lists! Every purchase helps finance us!

Please remember
us in your wi$!
THE BURLINGAME HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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President’s Message
Sometimes we are
so busy doing the
work of our
organization that we
forget to stop and
reflect upon all that
we have
accomplished. In
this newsletter we
decided to highlight some of the activities of the past
year. I continue to be amazed at how
much our small, all-volunteer society
accomplishes! (See page 2 for a partial
list of activities in 2010).
In October 2008, we realized a dream
that was years in the making: The
Burlingame Hillsborough History
Museum opened to great fanfare. Since
then literally thousands of visitors have
stopped by to learn more about our
community. The museum could not
sustain this kind of popularity without
the devotion of a core group of
volunteers. Russ Cohen designs
beautiful and informative displays that
reflect a passion for this community.

Linda Easton regularly arranges for
museum docents to cover each threehour shift. Most of all, we are indebted
to our docent volunteers who donate time
on Sunday afternoons to help showcase
our history. Many thanks to the
following museum docents, who have
helped us over the past year: Ron
Bulatoff, Don Corey, Linda Field,
Linda Humber, Kent Lauder, Jeff
Londer, Mary Miller, Betsy and Brian
McGinn, John Parkin, Stuart Singer
and Natasha Williams. A very special
thank you to Alex Veech who has done a
wonderful job, maintaining our website,
burlingamehistorical.org for several
years. If you are interested in helping
out, please contact us!
Lastly, our heartfelt thanks to Bobbi
Benson for many years of service on our
Board; she will continue transcribing oral
histories for us when she is not traveling!
We welcome new Board member Joanne
Garrison. Joanne contributes her skills
as author, public speaker and editor of
this newsletter. We are very pleased to
have her. -Jennifer Pfaff

Current Officers 2011:
President - Jennifer Pfaﬀ
VP - Technology &
Membership
Diane Condon-Wirgler
VP - Museum
Russ Cohen
Treasurer - Cathy Baylock
Secretary - Rosalie McCloud
Living Histories Cathy Foxhoven
Corresponding Secretary Mary Packard
Newsletter Joanne Garrison

