
THE RECORD 
 Then and Now - Museum Exhibit

Left:	  Burlingame	  Woman’s	  Club	  1910	  &	  2014,	  	  Roosevelt	  Grammar	  School	  1935	  &	  2014,	  	  Moses	  Gunst	  Estate	  1938	  &	  2014

! A visit to our history museum will reveal some exciting changes. During the past three months, we’ve been very 
hard at work, installing a new “screening” area for digital-based exhibits. The modern red naugahyde seating may look 
familiar to you; it was rescued from the now defunct “Shoe Clinic” establishment on Primrose Rd.  !
 Beginning this fall, we are presenting an extensive, ‘Then and Now’ slideshow production featuring 200 images 
of our city, from the 1890s to the present.  Collecting and assembling the images turned out to be quite a revelation. 
Residents in the early days after incorporation lived in mostly modest dwellings, as compared with the prevailing 
neighborhood trends over the past several years. We discovered that while parts of Burlingame have undergone significant 
physical change, other parts, particularly those where significant heritage trees are visible in the background still reinforce 
our sense of place regardless of era and distinguish us from other cities. There have been no fewer than four generations of 
street lampposts downtown, including the brand new ones on Burlingame Avenue. We also noticed remarkable differences 
in the types of businesses once booming in our downtowns, as well as the disappearance of others. Establishments that are 
seldom seen these days, like the undertaking business, and cleaning and dying shops had the same presence as theatres and 
soda fountains. Restaurants, the few available, were basic cafeteria style, tending to be associated with residential hotels. 
The one constant however, are real estate offices, car showrooms, and the heavy presence of banks downtown.  !
 Who could have predicted the computerized world of retailing, plein air dining on the sidewalks at any number of 
diverse restaurants, or the daily street scene of dogs and other pets being leisurely paraded through our downtown 
districts? Come by and have a look at a century of change! We’d love to see you!
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            NEW ACQUISITIONS Thanks to Peter Garrison for his portrait of Historical 
Society President Jennifer Pfaff (shown at left) and a 
collection of memorabilia related to his work as Police 
Chaplain from 2001-2011; to Donna McCoy, for misc. 
information related to the Blitz family, and Blitz Realty, in 
the 1970s located at 257 Primrose Rd.; to Edward Eisenman 
for 3 binders including Burlingame real estate ads, flyers, 
obituaries and information related to Burlingame 
government, business and activities, past and present, and 
misc. artifacts and relating to Burlingame and Hillsborough, 
among them, a collection of plastic bags from local 
businesses (now banned); to the Burlingame Public Library 
for a VHS tape entitled “Arbor Day Celebration-Washington 
School,” April 24, 1997; Jim Kelly, Tim Behrens, and 
James Shypertt, for several digital photos taken of the Kohl 
Centennial Event (below) on August 3, 2014; Paul 
Constantino for a Jackie Speier congressional, 
commemorative pin, and misc. clippings related to former 
and current Burlingame and Hillsborough residents and 
events; Brad McCulley of the Burlingame Public Library, 
for several items, including 3 1930s and 40s maps of 
Burlingame, San Mateo, and Hillsborough; to the Neno 
Maniscalco Family for a Civil Defense helmet and six cans 
of Military issue Emergency H2O from the 1950s; Linda 
Field for misc. archive supplies; Charlene and Carroll 
Schmitz for digital images depicting their children in 1970, 
standing next to the Burlingame Public Library, immediately 
before, and during the 1970 remodel; and Jim Kelly for 
misc. sales receipts for 1960s purchases by his Aunt Mary 
Kraut, who lived on Cortez Avenue.

DID YOU KNOW?   Our Museum has a brand new Logo!

Pres.	  	  Jennifer	  Pfaff	  	  with	  artist	  -	  donor	  Peter	  Garrison

Burlingame-based	  graphic	  designer,	  	  
Don	  Donoughe,	  has	  created	  this	  bold,	  beautiful	  logo	  	  
and	  has	  donated	  it	  to	  us	  for	  use	  at	  our	  wonderful	  museum.	  	  	  
THANK	  YOU,	  DON!	  
Check	  out:	  http://www.donoughedesign.com	   	  to	  learn	  about	  Don’s	  
company	  and	  to	  see	  more	  of	  his	  work.	  

Images of an Historic August with the society
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Don  Doyle for carpentry work  
in the museum! !
In Memoriam: 
Charles	  Koch	  –	  	  
longtime	  Burlingame	  Fire/ighter	  
Phil	  Monaghan	  -	  	  
longtime	  City	  Engineer	  

Jane	  Behrens	  –	  Life	  
Ray	  Marshall	  –	  Individual	  
Laura	  Huff	  -	  Individual	  
Shelley	  G.	  Richanbach	  -	  	  Individual	  !

Special thanks to:                                                                                           Welcome  New Members! 

Sign up for E-SCRIP to maximize your gift to our society! 
Several local merchants, such as Lunardi’s, Mollie Stone’s, Piazzas, Draegers and 
Trags will donate a percentage of your total monthly purchases to the Burlingame 
Historical Society through their Community Card Program.  It’s easy to sign-up -- just 
inquire at the cashier or online!  Our Group ID# is 500045347 (or you can write in 
“Burlingame Historical Society”).  Please check the following website for other 
participating merchants: $
 http://www.escrip.com/merchants/search/

Loma Prieta Earthquake - 25 years ago Thurs. Oct. 30, 2014  7 pm

$$$ 
 Matters:	

E-SCRIP

Can you help us? !
We are looking to 
secure longer term 
storage for some of our 
larger archive items. 
Please contact the 
archives and leave a 
message: 650-348-7961

$ Even with our recent shaker, it is hard to 
believe that it has been a quarter of a century 
since the Loma Prieta quake hit Burlingame and 
the region. Come relive the hours and days that 
followed, with retired Burlingame Police 
C o m m a n d e r Jo h n Pa r k i n , re t i red 
Burlingame Fire Chief Bill Reilly, and 
other special guests who experienced the events 
firsthand. They will discuss what was learned, 
and how has emergency response has changed 
in the past 25 years.$
Thurs. Oct. 30, 7 pm  in the Lane Room of 
Burlingame Public Library 

Burlingame’s  
Amfac Hotel

Buy Yogurtland Yogurt, and Help Us Out! 
Stop by Yogurtland (located at 225 Primrose Rd.) before our next 
Quarterly event on October 30th between 4-7 pm and purchase some 
yummy yogurt! $!
Tell all your friends to go buy some, too. A portion of the proceeds 
made from sales between 4-7 pm on October 30th will be donated to 
our Society. The more you eat, the more we get!
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President’s Message 
On	  August	  3rd,	  
over	  60	  people	  
were	  divided	  into	  
smaller	  groups	  
and	  paraded	  
downtown,	  led	  by	  
our	  board	  
members	  in	  turn-‐
of-‐the-‐century	  

dress.	  These	  walking	  tours	  were	  
given	  in	  conjunction	  with	  the	  
annual	  San	  Mateo	  County	  Historical	  
Association’s	  Victorian	  Days	  
celebrations.	  If	  you	  missed	  the	  
event,	  look	  for	  it	  next	  summer.	  This	  
was	  very	  well	  attended	  by	  locals	  
and	  tourists,	  and	  provided	  an	  
opportunity	  for	  us	  not	  only	  to	  dress	  
up	  (!)	  but	  to	  show	  off	  Burlingame’s	  
beautiful	  new	  streetscape.	  	  

Kohl	  Mansion’s	  Centennial	  Picnic	  
took	  place	  the	  day	  after,	  with	  over	  
600	  revelers	  enjoying	  the	  stellar	  
weather	  and	  beautiful	  grounds,	  
tours,	  music,	  and	  some	  cake!	  	  
	  	  
This	  September,	  the	  /inal	  historical	  
plaque	  (of	  13	  total)	  was	  set	  in	  the	  
1100	  block	  of	  Burlingame	  Avenue,	  
near	  Starbucks	  on	  Lorton	  Avenue.	  It	  
is	  the	  original	  Main	  Street	  imprint	  
and	  corresponding	  informational	  
plaque	  set	  near	  the	  location	  where	  
it	  was	  /irst	  rescued	  in	  the	  1970s,	  
when	  the	  then	  new	  aggregate	  was	  
laid.	  One	  never	  knows	  what	  may	  
become	  a	  future	  treasure!	  
   
  - Jennifer Pfaff 
 

Calendar	

Loma Prieta Earthquake:	

Looking back, 25 years later	

Thurs. Oct. 30, 2014 , 7 pm  

Lane Room, Burl. Public Library  

‘Then and Now’ Exhibit:	

Burlingame Hillsborough 
History Museum 	

Museum Open: 	

1st Sun. of each month, 1-4 PM.   

Oct 5,  Nov 2, Dec. 7 	


Museum Docents Needed!   
No experience required.  Please call 
340-9960 to volunteer.  

Burlingame Historical Society	

P.O. Box 144	

Burlingame, Ca 94011	


www.burlingamehistorical.org	

650-340-9960	


Address Service Requested -  Time Dated Material

Current Officers 2012: 
President - Jennifer Pfaff $
VP - Museum $
         Russ Cohen$
VP - Membership and$
         Education$
         Diane Condon-$
         Wirgler 
Treasurer - Cathy  
Baylock$
Secretary - Rosalie$
         McCloud$
Oral and Living History -$
          Cathy Foxhoven$
Corresponding Secretary $
          Mary Packard$
Newsletter -$
          Joanne Garrison
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