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Time Travel Through Our Subdivisions 



Founding      
Families: 

•Howard 
•Easton 
•Mills 



In the late 1870s a beautification project on the County Road (El Camino Real) was 
commissioned by local landowners and designed by John McLaren (George and Agnes 
Howard’s personal gardener) to promote land development. 



1890s Francis Newlands spearheads 
plan for exclusive development and 
country club. 





The Burlingame Train Station was built in 1894 by the Burlingame Country Club 
membership for $8,000 to accommodate and impress those arriving by rail. One of the 
early clubhouses was an A. Page Brown designed “cottage” near El Camino Real.  



  233 Chapin- Residence of John and Martha Rehe - 1912 

Lorton - Rehe Bldg. 
(Burlingame Hotel)  

 Built 1925 

Photos courtesy of Sue Bentley 





c.1903

The 40-line electric commuter rail view as it approaches the Burlingame station in 
1903. Prior to the 1906  SF quake this early rail system with frequent stops from San 
Francisco as far south as San Mateo was in direct competition with Southern Pacific 
Railroad. Both were use to promote sales of property on the SF Peninsula.  



Early folk Victorian home ca. 1900 - 201 Anita Road at Howard Avenue 

Photo c. 2008 



San Mateo Leader: 
March 28th, 1906 

"The estate of the 
late Wm. H. Howard 
has disposed of 
practically all of its 
realty holdings in 
Burlingame. The 
buyer is known only 
as the Boston 
Syndicate, but the 
sale of the property 
will be entrusted to 
Lyon and Hoag…”  

• April 18, 1906 – S. F. Quake 

• July 16, 1906 – 
   ‘Lyon & Hoag’ becomes a subdivision of  
   ‘Town of Burlingame’(and includes Dwight  

 Road to ‘H’ Street) 



•Southern Pacific 
Transportation Co. was 
the largest single 
landowner in California 
and Nevada 

1906 Sunset ad 1907 cover by Maynard Dixon 

•Sunset magazine 
founded by SP in 1898 
to promote train travel 
and property sales  

•1928 Lawrence Lane 
of Burlingame 
purchases and re-
invents magazine 
(family run until 1990) 



1907 Lyon and Hoag sales ‘office’ 
Burlingame Square -   

(vicinity of Royal Donut 2015) 

Bank of Burlingame location 
of Lyon & Hoag offices   

ca.1909-10 



!  c. 1895- Edgar W. McLellan purchased 7 acres of the W.H. Howard property. 
!  By 1903 -largest rose production west of the Rockies, shipped all over the nation 

 - bounded by Burlingame and Howard Aves., and Dwight and Bloomfield Rds. 
!  By 1920s - 400,000 sq. ft. of glasshouses, but neighbors are complaining of smell 

McLellan palm- 
 232 Clarendon Rd. 



       By mid 1930s,  real estate in 
Burlingame becomes more lucrative 

than flower production 

      Hammer & Tosch Co. Spanish- revival 
style homes dominate former McLellan 

property 



!  HOWARD AVENUE SCHOOL 1915 - 801 Howard Avenue 
!  Designed by Ernest L. Norberg 
!  Streamlined and renamed Washington School in 1940 



      Last remaining palm islands (c.1896) removed in 1962 





In 1860 southernmost section of Rancho Buri 
Buri from Mills Creek to Sanchez Creek is 
purchased by Ansel Ives Easton. In 1905, son 
Ansel Easton decides to subdivide the land 
and create the Town of Easton. 



Early Easton Station 



Easton Real Estate Office 



Hoping to entice buyers, Easton obtains license to run the battery operated 
Burlingame Railway Co. -  shown here on Hillside Dr. between Bernal Ave. and 
Vancouver Ave. Service begins in 1913. The line was not a commercial success and 
fraught with mechanical problems; operations cease by 1918. 



 photo by Gabriel Moulin 

Burlingame Railway Co. – Shelter and Park at Hillside Dr. and Alvarado 
Ave. By 1916, water records indicate just six homes existed from Vancouver 
to top of the hill.  



Early tree-lined Broadway scene 



The Avitor 
Mr. Easton’s Shell Park Track was situated on the north side of today’s Broadway and 
achieved some notoriety as the launch site for the Avitor flying machine in 1869.  



The Easton Co. Store located at 1201 Buri Buri Avenue was the first permanent 
commercial structure in Easton and also served as the post office. The structure still 
stands (as of 2015) at the corner of Chula Vista, but the street addresses were 
renumbered. The current address is 1151 Broadway. 



Sloan & Waibel Grocery Store 
1113 Rhinette (originally 1136 Broadway) 



 1241 & 1255  Bernal Avenue 



The Easton Public School was built by Mr. Easton in 1908 on Cortez Avenue and opened in 
January 1909, making it the only purpose-built school to exist in Burlingame-proper between 
1910 (when the Town of Easton was annexed to Burlingame) and 1912, when the Little Red 
School House was built in southern Burlingame (in the vicinity of Primrose and Howard 
Avenues).  Easton School was situated on land later acquired by the Catholic Church for Our 
Lady of Angels, and was used by the Church for some years before its eventual disappearance. 



 1457 Bernal Avenue 



The Mills Estate (upper left on 
map) was the area’s northern- 
most estate.  It began at Mills 
Creek (roughly Adeline 
Drive) and continued north to 
El Portal Creek (roughly 
where Mills Avenue is in 
Millbrae today).  



The homes in today’s Mills Estate area are much newer than the ones in the rest of Burlingame 
because this estate was the last to be developed.  This aerial view shows how undeveloped  -- 
and largely intact – this estate was as late the mid-1950s. Ray Park can be seen in the center and 
was the first significant portion of the Estate to be subdivided and developed (1940s). 



The estate was centered around the country home of Darius Ogden Mills and his wife 
Jane, who built this 44,000 square foot “country home” in the 1860s.  



Elisabeth Mills Reid (Daughter) Darius Ogden Mills 
Darius Ogden made his fortunate as a banker with the Bank of California during the Gold Rush. 
Mills’ wife Jane died at  56 after which Mr. Mills returned to his native New York. Daughter 
Elisabeth Mills Reid was a great philanthropist, founding Mills Hospital reportedly after her dear 
friend Abby Parrott Payson lost two children due to inadequate local care.  



The Mills Mansion and surrounding acreage survived for over 80 years. Mr. 
Mills died at the age of 85 in 1910 leaving a fortune valued at approximately 
60 million dollars—clearly billions by today’s standards.  

The Mills children were wealthy and living elsewhere, so for most of the 
twentieth century the mansion was used only a few weeks per year as a 
vacation home by the Mills’ grandchildren who flew into the adjacent Mills 
Field (the future SFO).  

After WWII the seldom used estate was put up for sale. An eight-year legal 
fight ensued between Burlingame and Millbrae as the Mills property fell 
outside the limits of both municipalities.  

A Los Angeles developer named Trousdale, with financial backing from a 
Texan named Murchison, intended to subdivide the property for housing 
creating a great deal of controversy with residents of both cities. The property 
itself contained a huge botanical collection of trees the Mills family had 
imported from around the world, and several man-made lakes. 



As late as the 1950s this is what the corner of Murchison and El Camino Real 
looked like (in 2015 the site of the Chipotle restaurant chain). 





In June 1954, a blaze (thought by many at the time to have been deliberately set) 
consumed the mansion within two hours. Not long after, the entire hillside property 
was scraped of its prized vegetation by bulldozers. Residents were outraged.  



During development, El Camino Real adjacent to the former Estate was also stripped of its historic 
trees. The areas to the west of the highway into the hills were zoned primarily as residential with 
limited commercial nodes. Along the SF Bay to the east, vast areas were filled in with dirt excavated 
from the former estate, and subsequently zoned for a planned Industrial Park, known as Millsdale.   







Eichler homes 

The homes built over the next decade 
featured the quintessential California 
lifestyle.  Indoor-outdoor living, 
barbecues, patios, walls of glass.  





Millsdale Industrial Park (1959 promotional material) 



-End- 
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